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All Eyes on SGA: Because Federal Governments 

are not the Only Ones That Matter 

By MATTHEW CRAWFORD AND THOMAS DAVID 

Attention students! Villanova University has a problem. It is a giant quandary connected to the 

apathetic disposition of many Villanova students. Perhaps, however, the blame should not be placed on 

the students, but on the structure, policies and actions of the Villanova administration which frustrate 

many students, such as strict alcohol policies, the frequent malfunctioning of the printer in Falvey Library, 

the cancellation of “WestFest”, or the lack of temporary visitor parking on West Campus.  

You may be wondering how any of these problems relate to the apathy of Villanova students. Well, 

quite simply, perhaps students are so discontented with Villanova and the seeming dearth of solutions for these 

problems that they see no point in getting involved in student government. Thus they pass on attending the President 

and Vice President Election Debates, and ultimately forgo voting altogether. The debate this year, for that matter, 

was a prime example of the problem underscored in this article. Only about 40 students attended. Granted, the 

debate was held on the night of St. Patrick’s Day, but it is likely that any other time would not have yielded an 

impressive turnout either. Moreover, 99% of those students at the debate had already made their minds up who they 

would be voting for – not because of platforms or ideas, but because they are friends of the candidates. In this 

situation, it becomes a popularity contest. Tahir Qadeer, the debate moderator, and Thomas Mogan, Director of 
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Student Development and advisor for SGA, were forced to cut the questions from the audience segment of the 

debate because the questions submitted were either inappropriate or biased in favor of or against a certain ticket. 

So what is the problem? Is it that students do not care about Villanova? Of course not. This is not a 

rhetorical question, however. It would not be fair to label the entire student body as apathetic. The answer, at least 

partially, is that students feel their voice does not matter or would not be heard. “Actually I wouldn’t even say 

apathetic because kids really are pissed about certain things on campus and passionate about certain potential 

solutions to problems. It is just that they don’t tell anyone because I think they feel it is pointless to tell anyone, they 

feel like they just won’t be heard,” said Craig Durrant, a candidate for student body president. Thus, as we will see, 

one of the large issues that each campaign seeks to address if elected is communication with and engagement of the 

entire student body, as well as with individual students, especially those who feel their voice has never be heard in 

past years, those that are not members of student government and do not know how the process operates.  

A common theme in this campaign has been that not all students vote. Each campaign is certainly working 

hard to get out their vote on Tuesday and Wednesday. Currently, it is an understatement to say, “Not all students 

vote,” for it is a fact that only a minority of them do vote. Some feel that it does not matter who becomes president 

and vice president of the student body, but it matters considerably, especially this year. Each ticket brings many 

different ideas, concerns and views about Villanova to the table. Their administrations as leaders of the student body 

will likely vary from each other in leadership styles and methods of action. Therefore, it is of great consequence 

who wins the election. 

However, each ticket for President and Vice President is concerned with many of the same problems, such 

as those stated above. If elected, they would certainly look into any problems or issues that come before them, 

whether as small as a printer being out of order in the library too often, or as major as getting the Villanova student 

body more involved and engaged in the process. It is each student’s duty, as a member of the Villanova community, 

to vote in today’s election. Last year, 2,720 students voted through the Villanova website set up for this election. 

Although a strong showing, it is still a minority, with nearly 6,500 undergraduate students at Villanova. The 

survival of any republic depends upon civic participation. The legitimacy of the American government and 

Constitution depends upon the consent of the governed. While Villanova is a drastically smaller political 

community, its success in caring for its constituents and our satisfaction with it depends upon our involvement.  



Bridget Halligan and Allison Webb 

Each ticket stated that a major problem is communication between student government and the students. 

Bridget Halligan and Allison Webb both noted that many of the concerns and complaints heard from the student 

body have already been researched, and either they were resolved, or it was determined that nothing can feasibly or 

practically be done. However, students continue to perceive many these problems as persisting because they are not 

aware of the solutions that have been explored. The most appealing thing that Halligan and Webb bring to the table 

is their experience, having served in student government since their freshman year. They both started out in the 

Concerns and Issues Committee, which has now been split into the Dining Services Committee, which Bridget 

chairs, and the Student Ideas and Solutions Committee, which Allison chairs. Both feel they would benefit student 

government since they already have researched many of the major issues and know what is realistic and feasible. 

For example, one idea mentioned in the meeting was either the transfer of leftover points from one semester to the 

next, or the donation of those points to charity in order to purchase food for the hungry and impoverished. Although 

a good idea, Halligan noted that this, since points are technically not money, would only result in increased meal 

plan prices, since Dining Services accounts for any unused points.  

Another concern is the price of Wildcard replacements. Allison and Bridget both noted at the debate that 

they researched similar policies at other universities and in many cases, such as at Boston College, the prices for 

replacement cards were higher. Craig Durrant responded to her statement feeling it was fallacious since she failed to 

mention that there are those universities where replacement campus cards are cheaper.  However, during our 

interview, they noted that you must also take into account the office supplies and cost of producing replacement 

wildcards, and a lowering in the price would not be feasible. Thus, it is experience and knowledge of Student 

Government that Allison and Bridget bring to the table. That is not to say they will not make changes but it is not 

revolutionary change that they feel is needed. “We want to start within student government and let it ripple out,” 

said Bridget Halligan. They want to give the most devoted members of student government to step up as leaders 

next year, as well as cultivate new leaders, but in either case, it must be people who place Villanova’s student 

government first, above all else. 

Craig Durrant and Thomas Murphy 



The other two tickets are comprised of outsiders to student government. Craig Durrant and Thomas 

Murphy, who appeared to win last week’s debate, have several ideas for Villanova and for Student Government if 

elected President and Vice-President of the student body. Durrant, founder of his fraternity Lamda Chi Alpha, is 

running for president, while Murphy, who is heavily involved in Campus Ministry, is his running mate. They 

believe that student government needs to be more transparent and, unlike Bridget and Allison, they feel that it is 

student government and the administration’s job to reach out to the students for their suggestions and concerns, as 

opposed to a student submitting concerns to student government. If elected, they promise monthly emails to the 

student body to inform them of what student government has accomplished, what they are working on, and would 

enable students to easily submit suggestions and concerns to them. They noted that they view a major part of their 

role as leaders of the student body as being liaisons to the students. Craig and Thomas appear to understand 

perfectly the problems with Villanova and the concerns of what appear to be the majority of Villanova students. 

They spoke to us about getting better rates or setting up a student run system for selling back books at the end of the 

semester. They spoke about creating a committee with the purpose of assisting seniors finding off-campus housing 

which could potentially form relationships with real estate agents and housing developments, for example. The lack 

of cohesiveness, with most seniors being forced to live off campus, causes problems for Villanova, both by splitting 

up the student body, and by students living off campus clashing with the community. A major problem that Thomas 

and Craig cited was the negative perception of Villanova students and of Villanova itself by many members living 

in the communities surrounding Villanova. We also spoke about Villanova’s senate, as we did with the other 

candidates as well, and learned that, quite alarmingly, some Senate seats did not even receive any nominations, such 

as the Senate seat from the nursing school. There is no election for 2 of the senate seats, and now, once elected, the 

President and Vice-President are able to appoint someone from within those schools. The Senate is composed of 3 

members from Liberal Arts, 2 members from business, 1 member from sciences, 1 member from engineering and 1 

member from nursing. The senate also has several other positions, many of which are filled by faculty members, 

who actually outnumber the student senators. These are problems which relate back to the first problem of 

perceived indifference of the student body. 

We spoke with Craig and Thomas not only about their platform and the issues of the election, but also about 

some of the major issues and circumstances impacting Villanova, such as the lack of on-campus senior housing, the 

master plan, “WestFest,” the fact that Villanova is split into two voting districts (likely done on purpose by the 



community) and many other large issues, that even they admit are in some cases over the head of student 

government. Although they will focus on their campaign promises, such as greater transparency, communication 

and resolving many common student complaints, it is comforting to see that they also have a strong understanding 

and wise perception of some of the broader and larger issues impacting Villanova as well. 

Will Hebard and John Dunham 

Like Murphy and Durrant, these two candidates are also outsiders to Villanova’s student government. 

However, they have something very unique. Until a few months ago, both were members of Villanova’s very 

talented Division 1 baseball team. Will Hebard, the presidential hopeful, was diagnosed with bone chips in his 

shoulder and decided to hang up the cleats, realizing that baseball was never really his passion; it was just 

something he was raised with and something he happened to be good at. Dunham was also injured and is still in the 

process of recovering from Tommy John surgery, although he too has hung up his cleats and will be entirely 

committed to leading Villanova’s student body if elected. 

They both spoke about resolving the minor things that irk students every day, such as the lack of a 24-hour 

print center and several other issues. Regarding the cancellation of “West Fest,” while they both understand the 

reasons for doing it and admitting it was probably a prudent decision, they regret and are disappointed by its 

cancellation and the lack of an equivalent event, other than the concert, being planned for what is typically Novafest 

weekend. “That’s kind of the one day we get to be a real university, at least in that respect.” All three tickets cited 

similar feelings regarding the cancellation of “WestFest,” saying that while they understand why it was put an end 

to, they feel students need a day to all come together and enjoy themselves outside as one cohesive campus and 

have some measure of relaxed rules, or at least for those over 21 years of age. Will and John bring a lot of appealing 

traits with them into the election and should be strongly considered. They provide a breath of fresh air and would be 

completely dedicated to being the leaders of the student body. Faced with injuries and forced to end their collegiate 

baseball careers, Will and John appear to have found their passion. 

 

The debate and discussions that we had with the candidates in order to write this article provided a wealth 

of ideas, suggestions and information, which bestowed upon us a great understanding of the individual candidates 



and their views. We have heard around campus concerns that Villanova Student Government operates in a bubble 

and does not accomplish much, and that many of its members do not do much. First of all, that is not completely 

true, just a concern and feeling of some students on campus. But it should be noted that these are concerns heard by 

each of the candidates and something which will be addressed in the future. Craig and Thomas have made a big 

point about increased transparency for student government, while Will and John seem to have found their true 

passion at Villanova and look to provide a breath of fresh air, also as outsiders to the entire process. Meanwhile, 

Bridget and Allison provide the experience so greatly required to efficiently run student government. 

This newspaper will not endorse a ticket, but we will say that we feel it is important that you do vote – and 

vote with a strong understanding of each candidate. If you read this before you vote, go to each ticket’s Facebook 

page or even their website and look at what each of their posters say around campus. If you did not attend the 

debate, don’t feel bad, 99% of the university’s undergraduate population did not do so either.  

Listen to the entire debate at http://www.vutimes.wordpress.com.  

 


