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By JUSTIN TIPPENS 

 

In 2007, after the Phillies were swept by the Colorado Rockies in the first 

round of the playoffs because of an offensive freeze in the beginning of the 

Phillies super-slugger lineup, they returned in 2008 to win the World Series.  

Now, after their bats came up short in their loss to the Yankees in last year’s World Series, their bats will 

warm up at the end of the season and bring home another World Series Championship.   

Well, hopefully at least; one step at a time.  The upcoming year looks positive, but with the first 

game on April 5 it’s too early to tell what the season will hold. 

The Marlins gave the Phillies a run for their money last year until they dropped off in September.  

This year is looking good so far with a 9-7 record in spring training, but they lost their last three games.  

Their good, young roster will make for some exciting baseball, and offer a challenge to the Phillies. 

The Braves were only a game behind the Marlins at the end of last year, and their year is looking 

promising.  Jason Heyward has caught some attention with a batting average over .400 in spring training 

and over .300 in the minors last year.  His potential in the Braves line-up, combined with Chipper Jones, 

can be expected to chip some wins out of the Phils. 

The Mets had some difficulties in the second half of last year, and their year is up in the air.  The 

injuries of Reyes, Santana, Perez, and Beltran were detrimental, and Perez is suspect for recently coming 

off of surgery.  Yet with strong players like Francoeur, who hit over .300 with the Mets last year, and 

Martinez, who hit a 3-run homer on St. Patrick’s day to take the lead over the Red Sox, they do have 

potential. 
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The Nationals’, however, biggest question is if they will be last in the league or not.  Starting 

spring training at a 2-12 record, it looks like the club will be forced to raffle off tickets just to fill the seats.  

The brightest side of this team to Philadelphia is that the tickets are cheaper, if you’re willing or have the 

time to drive 3 hours to D.C.  It is worth mentioning that the Phillies and Nationals had some high scoring 

offensive battles last year, which usually went to the Phillies for poor fielding errors by the Nationals. 

The season slowly heats up outside of the division with San Francisco being the most interesting 

series of April.  Moving on to May, the Phillies will see the top two teams from National League Central 

Division last year, the Cubs and the Cardinals.  Next is the first big test of the Phillies season, the Red 

Sox.  Seeing them at home first in May, then going to Fenway in June, the summer months will remain 

intense.   

The intensity doesn’t stop as the Yankees, last year’s World Series winner over the Phils, host the 

Phillies in New York.  To make three of last year’s four American League playoff teams in a row, the 

Twins will then come to Citizens Bank Park.  The rest of June will cool down with three teams whose best 

winning-average last year was .481. 

Things re-energize mid-July when the Phillies travel to Chicago and St. Louis to see the Cubs and 

Cardinals again for back to back four game series.  Without a break, they play the Rockies, a playoff team 

last year, to end a rough 11-day stretch. 

The last two series, worth noting, that are out of the division might be the most telling ones.  

Starting in August and rolling into September, the Phillies will play the Dodgers twice.  If both these 

teams have seasons like their last two, then this game will be a good preview of October.  The first series 

will be in mid-August in Philadelphia, and the second will start the end of August in Los Angeles. 

With the majority of the players returning, it is difficult not to imagine another successful year.  

Utley is consistently a strong player, and deserves MVP one of these years.  Howard will probably start 

out slow and finish big like every year, while still managing consistent RBIs.  Rollins’ quick feet and fast 

hands will be back, hopefully with the bat he used in 2007.   

Finishing the infield will be Dobbs at third base, filling Feliz’s spot, after recent pick-up, Placido 

Polanco, was injured in Spring Training.  The injury shouldn’t keep Polanco out for more than a week, 

who hit in the high 200s for the Phillies in 2003 and 2004.  Dobbs needs to find the bat that gave him best 

pinch hitter in 2008, as that was crucial to their World Series run. 

The All-Star outfield is back.  Werth has already hit a three run homer on St. Patrick’s Day.  

Werth, along with Victorino, are two players who seem to just keep getting better, and with the speed (the 

reason he’s the Flyin’ Hawaiian) these guys run, combined with the way they sacrifice their bodies, make 

them a formidable defense.  Ibanez finishes the outfield and will probably play three-quarter games like 

last year. 

Ruiz is back as catcher for an additional three years after his great season last year.  He has been an 

indispensable member of the ball club for three years, and retaining him could mean ensuring a playoff 

spot (if he stays healthy). 



The pitchers are looking promising as well with some worries.  Halladay should pitch over ten 

wins, and prove he’s worth the money he’s getting.  Hamels will hopefully get over his sophomore slump 

from last year, which was only a slump compared to his undefeated 2008 playoff performance. 

Speaking of slump after 2008 playoff performance, Lidge says his knee is feeling better.  He’s also 

been working on his arm speed, but who knows how many saves he’ll blow this year.  Another injury 

ridden player from the bullpen, Romero, is recovering from elbow surgery and will hopefully be ready to 

pitch early in the season. 

The rest of the bullpen is a toss-up.  Blanton is decent, but it’s unlikely he’ll repeat his 2008 

performance.  Madson is a good swing man in the eighth inning, but without that guaranteed closer it 

might be for naught.  Kendrick is vying for a spot, but isn’t the strongest starter to complete the rotation. 

Despite these questions, the season should be an exciting one.  When it comes to baseball, you 

don’t know, til you know. 

 


