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As I prepared myself to attend President Obama‟s speech at Arcadia University more than two 

weeks ago, I naïvely believed it would be a formal, informative speech. I felt that since the United States 

has been debating health care reform for nearly a year, and several proposals have made their way through 

and been debated in Congress, the President would now present some details and explain how the 

healthcare reform would function if passed and how its specific provisions would benefit the people of the 

United States. If more people understood how the reform would function, perhaps more people would 

support it. 

I was utterly mistaken in my expectations of what the speech would be like. President Obama‟s 

speech turned out to be nothing more than a political rally. Perhaps I should have expected this. Early in 

the president‟s speech, audience members shouted, “We love you!” Obama‟s speech evoked laughter 

almost as much as it did applause. Later in the rally, he posed questions to the audience saying, “How 

many more years can the federal budget handle the crushing costs of Medicare and Medicaid? ...When is 

the right time for health insurance reform?” The audience collectively yelled back “Now!” 
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Although I heard Obama‟s exchange with the audience with my own ears, I find it funny that their 

adulation of the President was transcribed in the official transcript supplied later by the White House 

Media Affairs Office. To see the following in a transcript of a Presidential speech seems somewhat out of 

place: “AUDIENCE MEMBER: „We love you!‟” 

Can you remember any point during Bush‟s presidency where the audience as a whole screamed, 

“We love you”? President Obama‟s speech at Arcadia University reminded me that the President still has 

celebrity status with many people, though, granted, Arcadia University, known for its liberal tendencies, is 

not exactly a neutral setting. Even so, although approval ratings are sagging and the President has flip-

flopped on many campaign promises, the Presidential rally at Arcadia demonstrates that Obama will still 

be a tough candidate in 2012. 

At one point during the speech, an audience member yelled, in regards to abortion and healthcare 

reform, “Tell the people the truth!” Quite peculiarly, this was not in the official transcript, although “We 

love you!” was transcribed. Another audience member replied to the anti-Obama exclamation, shouting, 

“Shut up and let the President speak!” Moments later, I observed what appeared to be five plainclothes 

Secret Service officers walking towards the man who shouted out in protest. 

President Obama is wise to get back on the campaign trail. With so much resistance from members 

in Congress and with such a large, decentralized grass roots movement to defeat the measure (the likes of 

which may have never been seen before) it is wise for Obama to drum up support for healthcare reform, 

and from what I observed, he is doing one heck of a good job at rallying his supporters. 

However, his speech did not sway my opposition to the current health care bill. What President 

Obama said at Arcadia University was something I already knew: America needs to reform its health care 

system and industry. No kidding. The President made an insightful remark about exploitative nature of the 

healthcare industry. “We can‟t have a system that works better for the insurance companies than it does for 

the American people,” said Obama. 

Like the healthcare industry, the state of the government is also disturbing. Nothing is getting done. 

There is no bipartisan collaboration or compromise. The democrats have realized they can‟t ram the bill 

through Congress without some bipartisan support – partly because of Republican opposition, and partly 

because many members of Congress are quite simply worried about the November elections. 

Admittedly, I do not know all of the details of the bill, other than, for example, the public option, 

coverage for pre-existing conditions and coverage for some who do not have health care currently. I was 

hoping to gain from the speech a better understanding of how the health care bill would function and 

change things if it is eventually passed. 



The President made a good point, saying that health care, something so vital and essential to the 

wellness of all Americans, is vulnerable to being misunderstood and often misrepresented. But if that is 

true, then Obama should be clarifying for Americans like myself how the reform would work. President 

Obama stated that the bill would lower prescription drug prices, bring down the cost of privatized health 

care for both businesses and individuals, reduce the deficit by spending money more wisely on health 

care, and would extend young Americans‟ eligibility under a parent‟s insurance policy until 26 years of 

age. That all sounds great, but it may be too idealistic. Can that much good be accomplished effectively by 

such a partisan, one-sided act of Congress? It is not something that should be rushed through Congress; it 

deserves bipartisan cooperation. 

Outside the gates of Arcadia University gathered many people in opposition to the health care 

reform. Signs included, “Obama: Liar in Chief,” “Abortion is not Healthcare,” and “We will never accept 

government healthcare.” Do these people have a legitimate point? 

This last statement is what I worry most about. Although technically the bill would not really 

create “government healthcare,” there are aspects of it which would need to be managed by the 

government. Considering the current state of the government, its involvement in healthcare is something 

which all Americans should be concerned with. 

As stated before, I am no expert on the bill. It would be nice if the President or Congress sent the 

American people an understandable but detailed description of how the healthcare reform would operate 

and what would be changed. I must confess that I was nearly convinced into supporting the current 

healthcare bill as a result of the President‟s powerful speech and plea for support. However, I am not so 

easily swayed. The current healthcare bill undoubtedly has problems and is far from perfect. 

Normally, I would trust Congress to do what is best for the people of the United States. But we 

cannot trust Congress now. It is broken, as evidenced by Senator Bayh‟s retirement more than a month 

ago. The democratic senator from Indiana, when he announced his retirement, said, “I do not love 

Congress…People‟s business is not getting done…Congress is in need of significant reform.”  So if 

Congress is broken, why should we trust them to create and pass healthcare reform? Although healthcare 

reform is needed, maybe delaying until Congress is fixed is the safer route. Is ramming healthcare bill 

through Congress worth the risk? How an act of law actually works once it is executed and enforced is 

never certain. 

Now, early on Sunday morning, Democrats have announced that they have the required 216 votes 

in the House of Representatives required to pass the healthcare reform bill, although some democrats were 

said to be still making up their minds. Currently, 33 democrats are opposed to their own party‟s bill and 



republicans are unanimously opposed in the House. 38 democrats in oppositions is required to defeat the 

bill. This has been labeled as a historic vote and one that will make the $875 billion healthcare reform 

(over a period of ten years) closer to becoming law. This modified version of the Senate proposal would 

then have to be voted upon in the Senate, if it does pass in the House. It looks like something might finally 

get done in healthcare reform, for better or for worse. I, for one, am worried it could be for worse. 

Having witnessed a healthcare reform rally led by the President of the United States, I think it is 

time for me to think about a Tea Party. Anyone want to host one at Villanova? 

Check out more photos, extended content and a full transcript of the President‟s speech at Arcadia 

University at http://www.vutimes.wordpress.com. 

 


