
You know good things are 
happening to the Wildcat basketball 
program when residents of the 
surrounding towns are excited 
about Villanova. You know things 
are going well when, two weeks ago, 
a barber in Devon, with seemingly 
no connections to Villanova starts 
chatting during your haircut about 
how excited he is to watch the 
Marquette-Villanova game that 
night on television. You know 
things are looking up when even 
professors begin class by talking for 
a few minutes about the upcoming 
game that night.

This enthusiasm has reached 
a new level this week after victory 
against Syracuse. The fact that 
Villanova was on the road made 
their victory that much more 
impressive. Yet the team was not 
completely without support. A 
sizeable contingent of Villanova 
fans, organized by the Augustinian 
Army, made their way up to the home 
of the Orange this past Sunday to 
support the team. Villanova cheers 

were audible at times during the 
CBS telecast. Villanova’s team was 
pumped up as a whole evidenced 
by Frank Tchuisi, Jason Colenda, 
Russel Wooten and Maurice Sutton 
who were jumping up and down 
after numerous spectacular plays. 
Namely, two consecutive dunks 
with 10 minutes left in the game 
by Dwayne Anderson and Dante 
Cunningham knocked the wind 
out of Syracuse and silenced their 
fans. This put Villanova up by 9 
points after the game was tied 59-
59 only one minute earlier. Dwayne 
Anderson hit one of his 4 three 
pointers to break the tie and Shane 
Clark scored on a layup. This put 
Villanova ahead for good, although 
Syracuse made it a three-point 
game by forcing a few turnovers. 
Villanova held on though, with 
Syracuse blowing any chance of 
getting the game into overtime 
by missing several three-point 
attempts in the final minutes.

There is now great reason 
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Handling a Controversy
Abortion in the Obama Presidency

By MICHAEL HALLMAN

One of the prominent themes 
of the Obama campaign leading 
up to his November election vic-
tory was a new spirit of bipartisan-
ship.  He promised to be a new kind 
of politician who had the unique 
ability to walk across the aisle and 
work with people with whom he 
disagrees.  

In his victory speech on the 
night of November 4, he pro-
claimed, “In this country, we rise 
or fall as one nation, as one people.  
Let’s resist the temptation to fall 
back on the same partisanship and 
pettiness and immaturity that has 
poisoned our politics for so long.”  

Mr. Obama also promised to 
listen to the American people, so 
much so that he would allow for 
five days of public comment before 
signing any non-emergency bill.  
This would be a new kind of demo-
cratic representation from a new 
kind of American leader.  But have 
we been deceived?

In this country there are few 

issues that can divide the American 
people more than abortion.  Yet this 
is precisely the kind of issue where 
Mr. Obama can prove that he is not 
just another politician, but is truly 
a person who desires to listen to 
all sides and to hear the will of the 
American people.  

Yet as one of his first acts as 
President, Mr. Obama signed an 
executive order overturning the 
Mexico City Policy, thus allowing 
for the U.S. government to provide 
aid to countries which would fund 
family planning clinics which pro-
vide abortion services.  

There was no public discus-
sion of this decision, no consulta-
tion with Republicans to listen to 
their point of view on the matter, 
to hear their opposing arguments.  
It was simply a unilateral move by 
a President who has made it clear 
that pushing forward a pro-abor-
tion agenda is very high on his list 
of priorities.  

He made this clear through-

out his campaign, promising once 
to make signing the Freedom of 
Choice Act (to which I will return 
presently) one of the first things he 
does as president.  

Not only was there no biparti-
sanship in the signing of this execu-
tive order, but had Mr. Obama held 
true to his promise and allowed 
for public discourse and comment 
before signing the order, he would 
have discovered that only 35% of 
Americans approved of this move,  
while 58% disapproved.  

At a time when our economy is 
facing, in Mr. Obama’s own words, 
a “catastrophe,” this President has 
decided to oppose the will of the 
American people and provide 
funding for overseas abortions.  So 
much for democratic representa-
tion, let alone prudence in a time of 
economic crisis.

Let’s return to the Freedom of 
Choice Act.  In a speech given to 
members and supporters of Planned 

Abortion, continued on Back
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Dear Reader,

We ran out of room for Patrick on the back page, so instead of putting a picture of the 
boring editors, we put him! 

You may have noticed that our issue is thinner than usual, and thats because with even 
our little newspaper feeling the economic crunch, we are going to making some changes to 
save us some ‘paper’. In fact, you may see some more difference coming up as The Villnova 
Times begins to change the way we bring you the freshest news! Now do not think that 
because we are thinner, we are losing members or we are cutting the greatness of our articles. 
In fact quite the opposite, becuase we are just trying to make sure that what we print here 
is quality. Any journalist, news anchor, etc. will tell you that media is all about quality, not 
quantity. 

The content of this issue is great though, lots of commentary and other news we do not 
think you would get from any other newspapers around the Villanova area. 

Speaking of you (our readers), since we are always trying our best to appease you, 
we are asking for any ideas about things you aren’t getting either from us or your other 
immediate media resources. Out primary duty is to bring you information that you care 
about and actually find interesting! If you have any ideas, just e-mail us at vutimes@gmail.
com.

Here is to another great issue and the inevitable evolution of this paper!

- Derek Hutchinson and Deena ElGenaidi
 Editor-in-Chief and Asst. Editor-in Chief
  

Patrick wanted to get one of the newly built apartments, so he 
slept in front of the leasing center to be the first in line.

Patrick  
The Awkward Situations  

Donkey
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features
Mel Blanc (the voice of Bugs Bunny) was ironically 
allergic to carrots

I always knew I’d accomplish something very special - 
               like robbing a bank perhaps“ “VERBATIM

MICKEY ROURKE

STATS & FACTS

The short-lived life of Juicy 
Campus has been squeezed to the 
max, ending with its shutdown on 
February 5.  The popular gossip 
website unexpectedly closed and 
now redirects users to a similar 
website, collegeACB.com. While 
the decision had been debated for 

several weeks, the final choice was 
not made until February 2, and 
the termination of the site swiftly 
followed. 

In a letter to users from Matt 
Ivester, founder and CEO of Juicy 
Campus, he attributes the shutdown 
to “historically difficult economic 

times,” in which “online ad revenue 
has plummeted and venture capital 
funding has dissolved.”  Despite 
“great traffic and a strong user 
loyalty,” the site was unable to 
survive without sufficient funding 
from online advertisers. 

While Ivester’s letter thanks 
users for developing such a devoted 
fan base, he gives no indication that 
the site will be up again anytime 
soon, or ever. Though many have 
speculated that Juicy Campus’s 
termination is actually due in part 
to the legal allegations against it 
and the many schools that have 
banned the website from their 
campus, Ivester affirms that these 
have nothing to do with the end to 
the gossip site. 

CollegeACB (Anonymous 
Confession Board), the 
replacement site for Juicy Campus, 
recognizes itself as the successor to 
Juicy Campus, but says that it will 

be different because, “while Juicy 
Campus encourages their users 
to make salacious posts, the ACB 
encourages actual discussion.” 

CollegeACB also offers more 
features, such as private messaging 
and a button to report distasteful 
posts. The owner and operator 
of CollegeACB, Peter Frank, a 
freshman at Wesleyan University, 
wrote on CollegeACB’s blog that, 
“we wish to promote deep and 
thoughtful discussion -- as well 
as the occasional ‘gossipy’ post 
College ACB.”  

While they may strive for a 
more appropriate and sophisticated 
message board, the overall idea is 
the same. Their mission statement 
reads, “The CollegeACB or College 
Anonymous Confession Board 
seeks to give students a place to 
vent, rant, and talk to college peers 
in an environment free from social 
constraints and about subjects that 

might otherwise be taboo.” 
  The future of CollegeACB 

is unclear, because while Juicy 
Campus thrived on controversial 
and often raunchy posts, 
CollegeACB is attempting to cut 
this type of interaction out of their 
site. This could mean less traffic for 
CollegeACB; however the current 
postings on the website appear to be 
much of the same thing: malicious 
and shallow language that lacks the 
depth the founders of CollegeACB 
were looking for. 

There are still hopes for a more 
tasteful generation of users as the 
new site moves into its fourth week 
of existence and continues to add 
more features and gain popularity 
across college campuses.

All Juiced Out
By SARA ANGLE

Internet Photo

On February 21, the Theatre 
of the Living Arts filled with people 
waiting to see Villanova veterans 
Cute Is What We Aim for.  But they 
were doing more than that.  This 
was a special kind of tour called 
the Take Action Tour 2009.    This 
tour invited the mostly teenage 
and early twenty year old crowd to 
make a difference in the world.  

Ten percent of all proceeds 
from the show were donated to 
Dosomething.org, a website that 
allows young people to use the 
internet to find a way to make a 
difference in the world, regardless 
of what issues they are passionate 
about.  Dosomething.org allows 
visitors to choose a worldly concern 
and then gives them ways that they 
can go out and “do something.”  
Throughout the night the various 
bands reminded the crowd to get 
out and do something by visiting 
the website and congratulating 
them on making a difference by 
just showing up, because of the 
donation.

Musically, the show presented 
five bands: Anarbor, Every Avenue, 
Breathe Carolina, Meg & Dia, and 
of course Cute Is What We Aim 
For.  Every Avenue brought out 
their pop punk best, continually 
telling the crowd to get off their 

feet and move with them.  They 
also brought news with them of a 
forthcoming album, to hopefully 
be out by the end of this year.  

Breathe Carolina turned down 
the lights, turned on the strobes, 
and transformed the TLA into a 
mini rave.  Their techno beats were 
a shock to those who had not heard 
them before, as they employed 
instruments such as a turn table 
and a keytar.  As they combined 
screamo lyrics and screams with 
a techno back drop they brought 
something new and different to 
the show.  And they had everyone 
singing along as they performed 
their cover of Miley Cyrus’s “See 
You Again” off of Punk Goes Pop 
2.  

Meg & Dia brought a female 
sound to the show as the team of 
sisters toured to promote their new 
album, the first in 3 years.  Their 
set slowed down for a song called 
“Halloween” about a friend who 
had passed well before his time and 
was preceded by a warning against 
drunk driving.  

Cute Is What We Aim For 
did not disappoint either.  They 
had the crowd moving and singing 
along while singing songs off both 
their new and old albums.  Before 
they performed their song “Lyrical 

Lies,” most of the band left the stage 
leaving only lead singer Shaant 
Hacikyan and guitarist Jeff Czum, 
the founding members of the band 
for an acoustic slowdown.  

The song was introduced 
as the first song the two had ever 
written together.  In the middle of 
the song Shaant stopped singing, 
allowing the audience to sing the 
final two lines of the chorus back 
to him.  He then stopped the song 
and told the crowd how he had 
been waiting since he was 14 to 
hear his words sung back to him.  
He then told the young crowd that 
as long as they were following their 
dreams, and not hurting anybody 
they were “golden.”  

Also, Shaant turned the show 
over to the crowd  by starting the 
Fresh Prince of Belle Air theme 
song, and then letting the crowd 
take over, as is traditional for the 
band in Philadelphia.  Cute kept 
the evening going with fun banter, 
catchy songs, and instructions for 
the crowd to just keep moving.  
They gave a performance even 
better than theirs last semester at 
Villanova.

However, the break out band 
of the night was Anarbor, a four 
piece from Phoenix, Arizona.  
The group, which just signed to 

Hopeless Records this past summer, 
opened the show.  A talented 
bunch, they played songs off their 
last independently produced EP 
and previewed some songs from 
“Free Your Mind,” their major label 
debut, due out March 10.  

There was no difference in 
the crowds energy between new 
and old music, because their new 
tunes were just as fun and catchy as 
the old ones.  They rocked out and 
had a blast, and you could tell they 
are completely in love with what 
they’re doing.  During the meet and 
greet prior to the show, the boys of 
Anarbor: Slade Echeverria (bass 
and vocals), Mike Kitlas (guitar), 
Greg Garrity (drums), and Adam 
Juwig (guitar), were more than 
happy to meet fans, talking to them 
about their experiences on their 
first major tour, how far they’ve 
come, and to debate the true 
definition of a Philly Cheesesteak 
(which they had tried for the first 
time earlier that morning).  

However, the respect for them 
on the tour was apparent during the 
meet and greet, when upon meeting 
Shaant, he stopped me to comment 
on my Anarbor T-shirt, saying, 
“Don’t you just love Anarbor? 
They’re so good! They’re going to 
be huge, I know it.  I absolutely love 

them!”  His belief in them became 
even more apparent, when during 
the final song of Cute Is What We 
Aim For’s set, Shaant introduced 
“the singer of my favorite band,” 
bringing Slade on stage to sing the 
bridge of “There’s a Class For This.”  
And Slade held his own and more 
with the big guys.  Will Shaant be 
right about Anarbor?  After their 
performance last night, I hope so.

Overall it was a great show for 
an even better cause.  Each band 
brought something different to the 
show, and each kept the audience 
engaged and having fun.  The 
bands were very open to meeting 
their fans, and they did signings 
and CD sales through FYE, one of 
the tour’s sponsors.  

It was a good chance for fans 
just there for one or two bands to 
explore new music, and gain an 
appreciation for bands they had 
not heard of before while just plain 
having fun for a good cause.  Time 
will tell what this tour means for 
these bands, especially Anarbor as 
they become a big label band, but 
I’m sure if they continue to act, 
sound, and perform the way they 
did last night, they have nothing at 
all to worry about.

By TAYLOR SMITH

Concert Review: Take Action Tour 2009
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C o m m e n t a r y     & O p i n i o n
Rattled by the Rush

Barack Obama’s stimulus 
package finally passed through 
legislation last week, and there is 
wonder of whether this will bring 
praises of joy or pain from the 
ailing American Economy. 

Rattled by the shock of the 
credit-bubble bust, the United 
States (and the rest of the 
world alike) is striving to boost 
commerce at a time when there 
is minimal activity. Although the 
intentions of the plan are aligned 
with rebuilding the economy, it is 
important to consider the possible 
effects or lack of effects that such a 
package can have. The overall plan 
is reminiscent of failed recovery 
methods used by countries, the US 
included, to shoot themselves out 
of major recessions.

It is very optimistic to think 
that pumping money into a national 
economy will automatically fix 
every problem under that red 
white and blue banner, but the 
problem is that these packages are 
often ineffective due to a number 
of reasons. 

An exploration of three very 

important variables that will make 
or break this package should be 
helpful in its analysis. The variables 
may seem quite simple and obvious, 
but hopefully the American 
Government thinks so too. 

If a government decides that 
a stimulus package is absolutely 
necessary the three major controls 
that should be accounted for are 
timing, allocation, and external 
effects. The first measure, timing, 
means that a government needs 
to respond quickly with their 
spending if they hope to effectively 
achieve their goals. 

Although this stimulus 
package was recently passed by 
congress and signed by Obama, 
it will be months before schools, 
companies, and other state facilities 
are funded by the package. In 
many cases, the funding will have 
to meet approval through federal 
then state then local municipalities 
before schools receive aid or public 
workers are hired. Since timing is 
such an important factor in federal 
aid, it may be too late for much 
of the funding to complete its 

intended task. 
The second measure is 

allocation, and it may be the 
most important factor. Where 
the funds are actually allocated 
will be a crucial determinant in 
the effectiveness of the package. 
If the funds are not properly 
allocated within appropriate areas 
of education, public infrastructure, 
and companies then the package 
may fail to stimulate growth for the 
economy. 

Just one example of where the 
funding could be misappropriated 
is in the educational sector. Arne 
Duncan, the recently appointed 
secretary of education, will be 
held accountable for dispensing 
$100 billion to America’s public 
schools and universities. Until 
now, the department of education 
was not responsible for funding 
schools with anything close to this 
amount. 

“The point is, it’s never been 
done before,” said former Secretary 
of Education Margret Spellings.  
“And as much confidence as I 
have in Arne Duncan, there’s an 

awesome opportunity for slippage 
with that much money moving 
through the meat grinder.” 

Also, until last month Arne 
Duncan was only responsible for 
public schools in the city of Chicago. 
This is a major responsibility to 
fulfil, and it is possible that neither 
the department of education nor 
Duncan, who up until now oversaw 
one school district, will be able to 
handle such a responsibility in due 
time.

The third measure of the 
package deals with external effects, 
and this means the effects that it will 
have on our international relations. 
Much to the rest of the world’s 
dismay, some “Buy American” 
policies will surely be included in 
the stimulus package. 

This upsets the rest of the world, 
especially developing countries, at 
a time when they are dependent on 
foreign countries (particularly the 
United States) for trade to jump-
start their economies. The negative 
effects include future reduced trade 
for America with areas such as 
the European Union, which even 

threatened to retaliate against such 
protectionist measures. Reduced 
trade in the future will stunt the 
growth of American industry in 
the long run, causing the recession 
to linger for longer than it should. 

Overall, it is quite important 
for this stimulus package to adhere 
to such criteria in order to stimulate 
growth for the American economy. 
The world has seen failed stimulus 
packages before. 

Just for comparison, one 
can look at Japan’s response to 
economic crisis in the 1990s. Ten 
major stimulus packages totalling 
more than 100 trillion yen—or 1.1 
trillion dollars—were implemented 
in the 1990s, and it is generally 
accepted that these packages were 
ineffective due to poor timing and 
allocation. 

All America can do is hope 
that their government is carefully 
administering this plan, from 
the federal to local levels, being 
mindful of the egg they are carrying 
on a spoon.

By  ADAM SCAVETTE

CASHRULESEVERYTHINGAROUNDME
America’s Response to Economic Crisis

In less than one year, 
Guantanamo Bay will be completely 
shut down, according to the order 
signed by President Obama closing 
the much maligned facility within 
one year of the order. It was a wise 
decision to shut down “Gitmo” 
because of the negative image it 
stands for in the international 
community.

Thus, the closing is mostly 
symbolic. Keeping Guantanamo 
open would be much more 
convenient for everyone working in 
the anti-terrorism business. Now, 
bureaucrats must face the difficult 
task of relocating 242 dangerous 
prisoners. Furthermore, it has been 
reported that of the approximately 
800 prisoners kept at Guantanamo 
in the past eight years, the remaining 
prisoners are the most violent. 

The options for their relocation 
are not all that appealing either. 
They can be released, returned to 
their home country, transferred to 
a third country, or transferred to 
another detention facility. For most 
prisoners, being outright released 
is out of the question. Transferring 
them to the prisons of other 

countries is not a bad option, but 
one problem is that many countries 
refuse to accept these one-time 
terrorists. Another problem is that 
the United States would have few 
assurances these prisoners would 
not be soon released by the country 
or be able to escape. 

Still even more troubling to 
some, specifically those concerned 
with the rights of terrorists, is 
the chance that prisoners will be 
tortured or physically abused by the 
country which they are transferred 
to. The concern is legitimate since it 
is illegal under international law to 
send prisoners to a country where it 
is known the prisoner’s rights may 
be infringed upon. 

However, this concern does not 
trouble me too much, illegality aside. 
These prisoners of Guantanamo 
Bay did not care about the rights 
of innocent people and conspired 
against America. I think I would 
rather have one of these prisoners 
transferred to a country where they 
will be beaten as opposed to being 
transferred to a country like Syria, 
for example, where there is a decent 
chance they could be released.

The other option is to transfer 
some prisoners to other U.S. 
detention facilities. However, the 
United States has limited facilities. 
Fort Leavenworth in Kansas is 
the Department of Defense’s only 
maximum-security prison. Still, 
it is unequipped to handle such 
dangerous prisoners and making it 
the new terrorist detention center 
would make it a target. 

A breach in its security could 
have several dangerous terrorists 
running around the states. 
Although I do not think this is a 
likely scenario, the object is to keep 
terrorists out of the continental 
U.S. As John McCain stated on 
Letterman recently, the transfer of 
these prisoners to the U.S. would 
raise NIMBY objections – “Not in 
my backyard.”

Closing the prison was a smart 
move to improve America’s global 
image, but that is all. Like it or not, 
Guantanamo was an efficient facility 
and will be difficult to replace. It’s 
not like Guantanamo was as bad 
as Abu Ghraib. The last instance of 
torture (waterboarding) being used 
in Guantanamo was in 2003. 

Torture is not the issue 
anymore. Now the biggest 
complaint is that prisoners are held 
without being charged with crimes. 
But these are prisoners of war; they 
should not be afforded the same 
rights as American citizens who 
commit crimes. It would be wrong 
to try these prisoners under our 
criminal system.

The war on terror is still 
raging. Enemy combatants are 
typically held to prevent a return 
to the battlefield. Former VP Dick 
Cheney said Obama’s decision to 
close Guantanamo will increase 
the recidivism rate of the prisoners 
who are eventually released; they 
will return to the ways of a terrorist 
faster. 

The fact that these terrorists 
were imprisoned for years and 
had an extreme hatred for the U.S. 
beforehand makes it very likely that 
they will still have a desire to do 
harm to America. This is evidenced 
by the 61 former Guantanamo 
Bay detainees who, after being 
transferred to other countries, have 
returned to terrorism. 

Although that number only 

represents about 12% of the more 
than 500 detainees released, it is 
still a significant enough cause 
for concern, specifically because 
the president not only ordered 
the closing of GITMO, which 
was expected, but ordered all 
military tribunals to be temporarily 
suspended.

Programs will have to be looked 
into to decrease the chances that 
one-time terrorists will not go back 
to their old ways. Recently, in one 
example, U.S. lawmakers working 
on plans for Guantanamo’s closure 
will be looking into a rehabilitation 
program in Saudi Arabia that 
focuses on religious re-education 
for former jihadists.

The decision to close 
Guantanamo was influenced by 
shortsighted goals to appease the 
international community and the 
liberal community in the United 
States. The road ahead, processing 
242 prisoners from several different 
countries, will be extremely difficult. 
President Obama’s order closing the 
facility was only the easy part.

A Symbolic Move

By  MATTHEW CRAWFORD

Closing Guantanamo and Halting the Impractical
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The Great Debate:

commentary

On February 13, the school 
celebrated President Abraham Lin-
coln’s 200th birthday with Better 
Angels of our Nature: The Legacy 
of Abraham Lincoln, a series of lec-
tures followed by the headliner of 
a podium debate. The Matthew J. 
Ryan Center for the Study of Free 
Institutions and the Public Good, 
an institution of political philoso-
phy on campus, hosted it. 

Throughout the morning last 
Friday, prominent Lincoln scholars 
lectured on Villanova’s campus on 
the legacy of Lincoln and his view 
of the Declaration of Independence, 
and what it meant for human equal-
ity. As a junior fellow of the insti-
tute, I attended both the dinner at 
the Union League and the featured 
debate on “America’s Central Idea.” 

The debate featured two prom-
inent legal professors, Dr. Hadley 
Arkes of Amherst College and Dr. 

Doug Kmiec of Pepperdine Uni-
versity. Professor Kmiec, though 
leaning conservative politically, 
supported President Barack Obama 
during the 2008 election, making 
this debate between two conser-
vative legal scholars even more 
intriguing. The two discussed the 
topic of abortion, comparing it to 
slavery through Lincoln’s concept 
of the American central idea of hu-
man equality. Essentially, the oppo-
nents discussed whether abortion 
should be solved through volun-
tary, societal means or through the 
apparatus of the state. 

Dr. Arkes spoke first of the 
inane arguments of the pro-choice 
movement that exclude fetuses from 
the scope of human rights. He com-
pared this to the ante-bellum pe-
riod in which Southern plantation 
owners excluded so-called “negros” 
from basic political and economic 

rights because of their supposed in-
humanity. The exclusion of groups 
from humanity allows society to 
deny basic human rights, justified 
because of certain natural inequali-
ties, leading to the violation of life 
and liberty. 

Life, as Dr. Arkes presented, 
is the most basic right, prior to all 
others. If the law does not preserve 
the right to life, then other liber-
ties have no real basis. Therefore, 
the American president has a duty, 
just as Abraham Lincoln showed, to 
support laws that preserve all life, 
undeveloped or not. Ultimately, 
Professor Hadley Arkes believes in 
the overturning of Roe v. Wade and 
the prohibition of partial birth abor-
tion at the federal level to preserve 
the life of every human being. 

Dr. Kmiec took a different ap-
proach, one that he believed was 
more consistent with President 

Lincoln’s. He argued that Lincoln 
always maintained the slavery dis-
cussion, up until the secession of 
the Southern states. The former 
President even considered a consti-
tutional amendment that preserved 
slavery, just to preserve the Union. 
Professor Kmiec saw this will to 
discuss in President Obama’s poli-
cies, especially in his efforts to sup-
port pregnancy centers with public 
funds. 

Private individuals and orga-
nizations must confront the abor-
tion issue, as law always arises from 
the bottom-up rather than the top-
down. Lincoln realized this after the 
Civil War ended in his policies to 
allow Confederate states back into 
the Union with only 10% of state 
legislatures pledging oaths to the 
US Constitution. Professor Kmiec 
realizes the economic and social 
aspects of abortion, arguing for 

non-coercive methods as opposed 
to governmental legislation. 

Both professors argued with 
the values of human equality; one 
for the equality of human fetuses, 
and one against the encroachment 
of government coercion against in-
dividual liberties. Ultimately, while 
this debate discussed abortion, the 
overarching theme was the primacy 
of human equality in American his-
tory. 

As Americans, we have always 
prized freedom and choice, even 
though many parties have been ex-
cluded from those ideals. However, 
just as we value liberty, we prize its 
advancement and establishment. 
One of the United States’ central 
ideas is, therefore, equality and a 
continuous fight to achieve it.

By  PATRICK RYAN

Human Equality

Oscar Wilde once said, “Life 
imitates art far more than art 
imitates life,” however, sometimes 
it’s a game of choosing what came 
first - the chicken or the egg.  
Though it’s debatable whether or 
not it can be classified as “art,” the 
Valentine’s Day syrupy confection 
named Confessions of a Shopaholic, 
showed alarming similarities to 
(wait for it) the current United States 
financial crisis.  This may have been 
one of the reasons why this movie 
was so difficult to sit through.  

 For those who were 
fortunate enough to not have 
seen this film, allow me to set the 
stage.  Rebecca Bloomwood, the 
naïve and painfully irresponsible 
main character, has a compulsive 
shopping disorder which drives  
her to constantly buy unnecessary 
things well beyond her means.  She 
has no concept of money, credit, or 
finances, which forces her to open 
multiple credit card accounts, hide 
from the creditors that are literally 
hounding her, and ironically take a 
job at a financial magazine in order 
to fund her habit.  Watching this 
movie is like watching a train crash 
in slow motion; you know what’s 
going to happen but you just can’t 
look away.  Some of this should 
sound familiar.  

It is difficult to pin  the cause of 
the current financial meltdown on a 
single event, sinceit seems to have 
spawned from a potent combination 
of immoral subprime mortgages, 

a hands-off  regulatory attitude, 
greedy financial institutions, and in 
general the nation’s long standing 
urge to spend more than it has .  
However, one thing we can agree on 
is that there were definite warning 
signs.  

Homeownership, or any 
ownership for that matter, is strongly 
encouraged by our materialistic 
society, and so pervasive weaknesses 
in financial industry regulation 
allowed unethical mortgage vendors 
to convince less-than-ideal buyers 
to purchase mortgages  they had no 
means of supporting .  Once it came 
time to pay the piper, mortgage 
delinquency and foreclosure was 
the only option and securities 
backed with huge numbers of these 
subprime mortgages, widely held 
by financial firms, lost most of their 
value.  

Generally speaking,  our 
country, like Rebecca Bloomwood, 
has been living beyond its means 
for decades.  Since 2003, the total 
debt has increased over $500 billion 
each year and as of February 9, 
2009, the total U.S. federal debt is 
$10.802 trillion.  Try wrapping your 
head around that number.

But back to Rebecca’s dilemma.  
Rebecca continues to happily 
shop and splurge, slowly and 
unknowingly destroying her life.  
She realizes she needs to change 
her spending habits only after her 
debts and debt-collector catch up 
with her and she loses her job, her 

best friend, and the man she loves.  
Again, sound allegorically familiar?  

Our country’s wake-up call 
regarding the financial crisis came 
in September 2008, with the failure 
(Lehman Brothers and Washington 
Mutual) or merger (Wachovia 
with Wells Fargo) of several large 
United States-based financial 
firms, including some that needed 
to be saved by the Federal Reserve 
(American International Group) or 
be federally taken over (Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac).  This rapidly 
evolved into a national, then global, 
credit crisis with deflation and sharp 
declines in stock.  After two months 
of extreme volatility, the Dow index 
closed on November 20, 2008 at a 
new six-year low.

So what is a girl to do after 
her entire life falls apart?  In typical 
quick-and-easy Hollywood fashion, 
(spoiler alert!) Rebecca sells all 
her designer clothing, manages to 
raise the exact amount of money 
necessary to pay off her debts, is 
miraculously reunited with the man 
of her dreams whose magazine she 
now writes for, is forgiven by her 
best friend, and is now a reformed 
shopaholic.  One can only wish 
for real life to have such simplistic 
happy endings.  

Unfortunately, this is what 
Americans expected after the 
financial crisis hit an all-time 
low.  Not realizing the severity 
of the situation, there was strong 
opposition to the series of bailout 

packages implemented by the 
Federal Reserve and U.S. Treasury, 
including the Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act of 2008, which 
unfortunately did not prevent 
further losses.  Accustomed to 
turbulent swings in the stock 
market, no one foresaw that the  
market would close the year dive to  
near the 9,000 level, its worst annual 
performance since the early 1930s.  

Making  this a priority, 
President Obama signed into law 
a slimmed-down stimulus plan law 
last week worth over $787 billion.  
This plan bridges the differences 
between the House and Senate 
version of the bill and includes 
tax cuts, additional spending on 
infrastructure, and aid to the states, 
which are also having their own 
budget crises.  The plan was delayed 
by partisan wrangling between 
Democrats and Republicans in 
Congress with the first version of the 
bill passing in the House without a 
single Republican vote.  However, it 
was modified in the Senate, in order 
to gain the support of moderate 
Republicans .  Supporters of the 
plan say that without the stimulus, 
the economic downturn that began 
at the end of 2007, and which has 
already cost three million jobs, 
could last well into 2010.  

In comparison, Confessions of 
a Shopaholic is greatly misleading.  
Only in movies can major issues 
be resolved and everyone involved 
made completely content in 

less than three hours (and this 
movie is particularly improbable 
and idealistic).  In real life, we 
are learning the hard way (like 
Rebecca) what the consequences 
are of depending on credit to live 
beyond our means: loss of homes, 
jobs, and retirement savings..  But 
unlike Rebecca, whose problems 
were quickly resolved,  Americans 
are   realizing that after decades of 
bad spending decisions, it will take 
us awhile to get back up on our 
feet.  Hopefully soon, Americans 
will also realize that  if the United 
States was able to survive the Great 
Depression and come back stronger 
than ever as a result of  hard 
work,  frugal decision-making, fair 
bipartisanship, and a little bit of 
luck, we can do it again.

Confessions of a (Formerly) Shopaholic Nation
By  TANIA JACHENS
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By LAUREN STEPANSKI

Asobi Seksu
Hush

Sounds Like: Old country 
gospel rock mixed with an amped 
up singer song writer in love

For fans of: Andrew Bird, 
Kings of Leon

Perfect for: An early morning
Check out: “Rave On”

M. Ward’s new album, Hold 
Time, is much different from his 
previous work.  The melodies 
and vocals are amplified but his 
lyrics are still as dynamic as ever. 
Hold Time gives you the feeling of 
familiar southern-y tunes, creating 
a sense of comfort from the first 
track.  If Elvis was a singer-song-
writer he would be M. Ward.

Sounds Like: mostly instru-
mental guitar rock with occasional 
muted lyrics

For fans of: Explosions in the 
Sky, The Flaming Lips, and Yo La 
Tengo

Perfect for: Waiting up to see 
the sun rise

Check out: “As The Little 
Things Go” and “Raise The Sails”

Sounds Like: Melodic vocals 
over music so in cohesive that you 
might have thought your cd was 
skipping if you weren’t listening on 
your computer

For Fans of: Arcade Fire, Wolf 
Parade

Perfect for: Listening once 
and probably never again

Check out: “Wild Heart”

Abe Vigoda is probably about 
as random as the name of their 
band.  The vocals are comparable to 
those of Arcade Fire and Wolf Pa-
rade; however the music is just not 
practical for any serious listening.  
Interesting enough to check out, 
but probably not to keep in your 
musical repertoire.

The Appleseed Cast’s Sagar-
matha is a confident and unexpect-
ed album.  Most of the tracks are 
surprisingly without lyrics, allowing 
listeners to focus on the band’s im-
pressive musical ability.  The tracks 
lacking vocals are much more suc-
cessful on this album, making lyrics 
seem somewhat superfluous when 
they are encountered.

Sounds Like: A bunch of famous 
artists rapping and singing over 
sub-par beats
For Fans of: Music (which I think 
was the idea)
Perfect For: Throwing on a mix cd 
for a party
Check out: “Gifted” 

 I really like the idea of 
N.A.S.A. (that’s North America 
South America), and I don’t know 
who wouldn’t.  They take on the 
lofty goal of bringing together all 
kinds of music, and with some 
huge name artists on the menu, my 
hopes were high.  The album is fun 
and interesting, but lacking serious 
beats or any cohesive idea.

Images from Amazon.com

Abe Vigoda
Revival

M. Ward
Hold Time

The Appleseed 
Cast 
Sagarmatha

N.A.S.A.
The Spirit of Apollo

Top 5 New Albums on

1

2

3

4

5

culture
A duck’s quack doesn’t echo, and no one knows why

STATS & FACTS
VERBATIM

In heaven all the interesting people are missing“ “

FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE

These albums are the top 5 new charted additions 
to WXVU’s music library. You can hear all these and 

more on 89.1 FM WXVU or online 24/7 at 
wxvu.com.

Sounds Like: Floating through 
clouds while an angel sings

For Fans of: angels and rock 
and roll

Perfect for: feeling alive
Check out: “Gliss” and “In The 

Sky”

Asobi Seksu’s sound is so 
memorable and entrancing that 
once you begin listening it is likely 
you will not stop.  The female vo-
cals pair perfectly with an indie 
rock sound so unusually joyful, the 
discovery of this album may leave 
you in shock as to how the music 
world existed before Asobi Seksu.

The premiere of “Eastbound 
and Down” at McFadden’s in 
Philadelphia allowed a select 
few to watch the new HBO show 
and fortunately enough, I was 
one of those few. Through the 
benevolence of WXVU, I had the 
opportunity to attend this event 
and since I am 21, I was able to 
attend. The fact that the premiere 
was at a bar made the event very 
inviting and free of ego. If this 
were L.A, I would have needed 
to dress up in a suit and book my 
reservation weeks in advance. 
Luckily for me, it was not on the 
West coast and we reaped all the 
benefits of living in a blue-collar 
city. As I stepped foot in the bar, 
the host notified that the nachos, 
hot dogs, pretzel, and of course, 
beer were all free until the show 
started. Logically, I consumed a 
variety of these complimentary 
gifts until the show started at 
eight. After engulfing a couple of 
hot dogs, I soon realize that I was 
in some pretty famous company. 
At the other side of the room was 
Comcast’s Michael Barkann, but 
he wasn’t looking down at the rest 
of the room, he was just as much a 
part of the fun as anyone else. The 
laid back atmosphere really helped 
to loosen up the crowd before 
heading into the back room for the 
premiere.

 Once the entire crowd 
was seated and a little loose, 
the show began and it did not 
disappoint. The whole audience 
was amused by Danny McBride’s 
performance as he showed that his 
talents can transfer to the small 
screen. After playing a pyromaniac 
in “Tropic Thunder” and a 
slightly handicapped drug dealer 
in “Pineapple Express”, Danny 
McBride shows that he is not only 
hilarious, but also very talented as 
he is the creator behind the new 
HBO show. Will Ferrell, Adam 
McKay (“Anchorman”) and Chris 
Henchy (“Entourage”) produced 
the show while Jody Hill (“The 
Foot Fist Way”) and David Gordon 
Green (“Pineapple Express”) direct. 
Merely looking at the star-studded 
cast, one can see that this show has 
a great deal of potential.

 Danny McBride plays 

Kenny Powers who is an old, 
washed-up baseball player who 
once was one of the top players in 
baseball after he made final out 
in the championship game. Since 
then, Kenny Powers was involved 
in numerous off the field problems 
which were accentuated by his 
attitude. Five years, and many lewd 
off the field antics later, Powers 
now finds himself living with his 
brother, whose support is wearing 
thin because of Powers’ ridiculous 
nature. Powers never seems to 
grasp the fact that he is, in fact, 
past his prime as he keeps the same 
cocky attitude that he had in his 
heyday as a professional baseball 
player.  (“I have to remember that 
I am better than everybody else.”) 
To finally become more proactive 
in his own life, Powers decides to 
return to his former middle school 
as a substitute teacher. Once on the 
job, he sees his former high school 
girlfriend, April Buchanon and 
Powers is immediately struck by 
her beauty and tries to use his rock 
star image to sway her. Yet, there 
is one problem: she is engaged to 
the principle of the school. Let the 
hilarity ensue. 

Yes, Powers is an 
uncontrollably rude and obnoxious 
sports figure but it couldn’t be any 
funnier. Powers’ childlike nature 
makes the audience recall similar 
behavior from major league players 
which also makes “Eastbound and 
Down” a fantastic comment on the 
behavior of some spoiled athletes 
in today’s sports world. The key is 
Powers’ no holds barred approach. 
Of course Powers is snobbish and 
rude, but he knows this and thrives 
upon it which makes Powers one 
of the most likable antiheroes 
in recent memory. With every 
curse and racial slur that comes 
out of his mouth, Powers shows 
his nature as a ticking time bomb 
waiting to explode. (“I’m not 
going to lower my voice because 
that means I’d lose the fight!”) It is 
precisely this intensity that makes 
Powers and ultimately “Eastbound 
and Down” a real pleasure to 
watch. The show can be seen every 
Sunday at 10:30 on HBO.

Eastbound and Down
New HBO Series Premieres near Villanova

By ANDREW PEREZ
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Runway vs. Real Way
Spring Fashion 2009

Vena Cava

Laid back and comfortable 
pieces always pervade Vena 
Cava’s collection; with this look 
being no exception. The ele-
gant drapery of the skirt paired 
with a flowing, open, sleeveless 
cardigan makes this the epito-
me of relaxed chic. The inspi-
ration for their collection was 
taken from Egyptian artifacts, 
and in this look the patterned 
top has great graphics that 
will make you want to “walk 
like an Egyptian.” To do this 
look yourself, we recommend 
wearing American Apparel’s 
Printed Cotton Spandex Jersey 
Mini Skirt in White Black Af-
rica as a top for the maximum 
Vena Cave-esque aura.

Printed Cotton Spandex 
Jersey Mini Skirt in White 
Black Africa, $29.00, store.
americanapparel.net

Nylon Tricot High Waist 
Skirt in Toffee, $42.00, store.
americanapparel.net

Sleeveless Fly-Away 
Cardigan, $24.50, express.
com

Embellished T-Strap 
Sandals, $19.50, Old Navy

By  SARA ANGLE AND SAMARA CAHILL

Marc by Marc Jacobs

Marc by Marc Jacobs, his 
younger and more feminine 
line, brought us straight to that 
happy springtime mood. This 
look, like many of his others 
this season, is composed of 
light carefree colors and flow-
ery prints complemented by 
solids. Don’t rush straight to 
summer, though. Start with a 
summery base – like Marc’s li-
lac dress or our pick, a Kimchi 
Blue Tea Floral – and pair with 
a scarf and light coat to keep 
out the breeze. Accessorize 
with a simple headband, or 
add your own twist. 

Kimchi Blue Tea Floral 
Mix Print Dress, $49.99, ur-
banoutfitters.com

JCrew Twisted-cotton 
trench in Natrual, $125.00, 
jcrew.com

Unisex Sheer Jersey 
Scarf in Nude, $15.00, store.
americanapparel.net

Steve Madden “Banna” 
Shoe in Tan Leather, $79.95, 
stevemadden.com

3.1 Philip Lim

Channeling a French-
militia meets the Music Man 
vibe, Philip Lim’s opener was 
a great combination of mens-
wear with feminine flair. The 
military vest was a stunning 
piece that pulled the look to-
gether. While this type of vest 
can be a little bold for every 
day wear, a simpler version 
can prove just as classy yet 
interesting. The look put to-
gether here is almost a one-
stop shop; Urban Outfitters 
has some great pieces that 
will have you looking like 
Lim’s muse in no time.

Urban Renewal 
Cropped Velvet Vest, 
$29.99, urbanoutfitters.
com

Silence and Noise Twill 
Pleated Trouser, $58.00, 
urbanoutfitters.com

Miss Sixty Katy Heel, 
$148.00, urbanoutfitters.
com

Cotton-blend Pin-
tucked Blouse, $59.00, Ba-
nana Republic

INTERNET PHOTO

INTERNET PHOTO

INTERNET PHOTO
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Back To My Roots
I don’t know about everyone 

else, but these past few weeks have 
been brutal. Tests, computers 
crashing, tests, auditions, tests… 
it all builds up too quickly, you 
know? 

Still, it’s times like these that 
I thank the world for video games. 
Recently, I’ve gotten back into a 
classic (for me, at least), “Banjo 
Kazooie.” It’s amazing not only the 
emotions it can bring back, but the 
effect it has on everyone else who 
sees me playing it. 

Everyone gets nostalgic 
over great video games, and it’s a 
great bonding experience. But I 
digress. The big three, Nintendo’s 
Wii, Sony’s PlayStation3, and 
Microsoft’s Xbox 360 all have 
important bits of news, so let’s get 
to it.

Resident Evil 5
Gamers are counting the days 

until “Resident Evil 5” is released. 
Due out on March 13 for the PS3 
and Xbox 360, Capcom’s M-rated, 
fifth version of this game has a lot 
of hype to live up to, along with 
the recent battles of racism it had 
to endure.

 In 2007, a trailer portrayed 
a white protagonist killing black 
zombies in an African village. The 
second trailer a year later showed 
a completely different picture, this 
time with a black protagonist. 
Fortunately, this did not hamper 
the game’s already staple game-
play, and fans should rest easy that 
the zombies they all know and love 
will be back with a vengeance. 

Next Version of DS Coming
I know everyone’s happy with 

their Nintendo Duel Screen (DS), 
but did you know you’ll soon have 
an old model? Scary, I know. 

Mark your calendars, because 
on April 5 the United States will be 
graced with the DSi. I’m not going 
to lie, I have no idea what the “i” 
stands for. 

Still, this newer version is said 
to be able to hook up to the DSi 
Channel, similar to Nintendo’s Wii 
Shop Channel. Here, Nintendo 
Points can be spent to purchase 
DSiWare games and applications 
into the internal memory or SD 
card. 

E3: Don’t Forget About It!
As I’ve mentioned before, E3, 

or the Electronic Entertainment 
Expo, will be coming back with 
full force soon. The dates, June 2 
to 4, bring the best and the… well, 
best, of video games to the world. 

As of now, only Microsoft has 
officially “saved the date” for the 
trade show, but Sony and Nintendo 
are expected to follow suit soon. 
In terms of what to expect from 
these companies, for now it’s all 
rumors. 

Still, rumors are fun, so 
let’s make predictions! Ahem: 
Nintendo will have a new Zelda 
or Mario game, Sony will show off 
a high-end gadget or non-video 
game related device, Microsoft 
will go all high-end graphic-y, but 
the booth babes will be nowhere 
in sight. Of course, being a trade 
show, E3 isn’t open to the public. 
Keep your eyes on the computers 
folks, it seems to be the only way 
to get news these days.

New Games Coming Out 
Finally, a week with some 

decent games. On the 27th, 

“Killzone 2” is released for the 
PS3. Prior to its release, the 
game has been received with 
high acclaim, currently holding 
a Metacritic score of 93/100 and 
91% on Game Rankings based on 
30 reviews. RE5 is, of course, still 
on the horizon. 

The Xbox 360 has “Halo 
Wars” on March 3, while the Wii 
has, well, still nothing of notable 
interest. “Sonic and the Black 
Knight,” set to release on March 3 
as well, takes another stab (no pun 
intended) at the Wiimote/Sonic 
franchise. Here’s hoping this one 
turns out better than, well, any of 
them.

Until next time…
Game Over.

By MARK BALLWEG

A good trailer can make you 
laugh, send chills down your spine, 
make your heartbeat faster, but 
most of all, it can convince you to 
put money down for another show. 
However, a bad trailer can make 
you scoff, shake your head, and it 
can assure that you probably won’t 
watch the movie. Yet, what happens 
when those 90 seconds don’t do the 
movie justice? 

There is a strange reaction to a 
movie that you expected to be hor-
rendous, but turns out to be good. 
“That movie was good?!” 

Unfortunately for all involved 
in making the film, as well as mov-

iegoers, there are films 
which simply do not cap-
ture the correct spirit of the 
movie and it is a sad fact 
that the months or years 
that took to shoot the film 
could be irrelevant if the 
trailer fails. Despite hav-
ing to overcome a negative 
preconceived notion, these 
four movies prevailed in 
people’s hearts and proved 
that the best of art can give 
the viewer no choice but to 
swallow their skepticism.

The Big Lebowski:
After watching this 

trailer, you may feel that 
the movie is about the drug 
trade. There are guns, The 
Dude (Jeff bridges), smok-
ing, dream sequences, and 
car smashing. All of these 

are very good scenes, but at any sec-
ond, it would not be irrational to ex-
pect Al Pacino to show up drinking 
a White Russian beside The Dude. 

The only thing that gives this 
movie any resemblance of a comedy 
is the Jesus (John Turturro) who, in 
the trailer, provides a hilarious end-
ing, but this ending only proves to 
be funny once one has already seen 
the movie. 

While taking into account that 
this is the Coens, and their style is 
wonderfully strange, it is important 
to note that “The Big Lebowski” was 
the Coens’ first film after “Fargo.” 

Thus, people expected the world 
from them, and after watching this 
trailer, viewers must have been very 
puzzled, if not disappointed, at what 
was coming next from the genius 
brother directors. As it turns out, 
audiences were treated to a delight-
ful comedy that time has proven to 
be a classic, even if the trailer was 
70 seconds of confusion.

Gran Torino:
The first time I saw this with 

a friend, he could not stop laugh-
ing; for the first 30 seconds he le-
gitimately thought it was a comedy. 
While he was cracking up, I was 
beginning to worry that the great 
Clint Eastwood would actually 
make something that, on the sur-
face, looked unbelievably cheesy. 
Every line appeared to be excruciat-
ingly dramatic, and it appeared that 
Eastwood was desperately trying to 
replay “Dirty Harry” Callahan from 
1971. 

Fortunately, I was dead wrong 
and I now believe that the movie 
was snubbed for at least one Acad-
emy Award nomination. “Gran To-
rino” did not take itself to be half as 
serious as the trailer indicated, and 
Clint Eastwood displayed one of the 
better acting jobs of the year. The 
trailer showed the movie to have 
a generic storyline and cookie cut 
characters. However, the characters 
turn out to be more than carica-
tures, and “Gran Torino” proved to 
be a late gem from the Clint East-

wood collection.
Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 

Mind:
Just because the movie has the 

word “Sunshine” it does not mean 
that it should be marketed as a fun-
loving movie. It seems as if the cre-
ators of this trailer were so set to in-
corporate Electric Light Orchestra’s 
“Mr. Blue Sky” so they could match 
the title of the movie with the song 
whenever ELO sang the word “sun-
shine.” In the trailer, the lyrics and 
the title synced quite well, but there 
is one problem: this song does not 
match the movie in its content or 
its style, and that makes this song a 
rather odd choice. The complex na-
ture of Charlie Kaufman’s script is 
sadly lost to the questionably cheer-
ful mood behind the trailer. 

Slumdog Millionaire (UK Ver-
sion):

This trailer makes the Oscar 
favorite for best picture look like 
it is going straight to DVD. With 
a cheesy 
voice over 
and equal-
ly cheesy 
songs, this 
movie looks 
like a trailer 
I would see 
before Step 
Up 2 (not 
that I would 
ever watch 
that). There 

is simply nothing that works in this 
trailer, and it is sad to see such qual-
ity work being totally stripped of its 
beauty. 

The worst part about this par-
ticular trailer is that it shows many 
of the film’s best scenes which can 
devastate the movie’s impact. 

However, if you have not seen 
“Slumdog Millionaire,” watch it as 
soon as humanly possible; it is one 
of director Danny Boyle’s (Train-
spotting) best films. Yet, if you can-
not go this instant, watch the Amer-
ican trailer. The trailer features the 
songs by the Ting Tings (“Great 
DJ”) which captures the movie’s 
vibrancy while Sigur Ros (“Hoppi-
polla”) may send chills down your 
back. After all of this negative talk 
about film previews, it is refreshing 
to see something like the American 
trailer for “Slumdog Millionaire,” as 
it allows moviegoers to truly appre-
ciate the trailers that inspire us to 
keep going to the movie theater.  

Good Movies, Terrible Trailers
By ANDREW PEREZ
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politics
Each king in a deck of playing cards represents a great king 
from history: Spades - King David; Hearts - Charlemagne; 
Clubs - Alexander the Great; Diamonds - Julius Caesar

Those who are too smart to engage in politics are 
punished by being governed by those who are dumber.“

“VERBATIM

PLATO

STATS & FACTS

Missing Weapons in Afghanistan
How the US Government Lost 87,000 Weapons Paid for by American Taxpayers

According to a government 
report, over one third of the 
weapons that the United States has 
given to Afghanistan are missing.  
With all the problems already 
going on in the world, the last thing 
we need is for our own government 
to provide terrorists with weapons.  
However, one can only speculate at 
the government’s carelessness and 
irresponsibility in this matter.

A report from the US 
Government Accountability Office 
(GAO) states that the military 

did not 
“m a i n t a i n 
complete inventory records for 
an estimated 87,000 weapons—or 
about 36%—of the 242,000 weapons 
that the United States procured 
and shipped to Afghanistan from 
December 2004 to June 2008.”

The weapons, costing about 
$120 million, consist of rifles, 
machine guns, rocket-propelled 
grenade launchers, and other 
weapons, which now, as far as 
the US government is concerned, 

are quite possibly in the hands 
of the enemy.  In addition, the 
government is unable to provide 
serial numbers for 46,000 of 
these missing weapons. And for 
the remaining 41,000 weapons, 
there are no records of their 
location or disposition.

The GAO report calls for 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates 
to “establish clear accountability 
procedures for weapons while 
they are in the control and 
custody of the United States.”  
Additionally, the report urges 

him to oversee those “involved 
in providing these weapons [and 
ensure they] track [the weapons] by 
serial number and conduct routine 
physical inventories.”

As Secretary of Defense, 
however, Mr. Gates should already 
know the necessary steps to 
ensure US government weapons 
remain in the right hands, and it is 
shocking that he, as well as others 
in the Department of Defense, 
have let over 87,000 weapons 
just disappear, unbeknownst to 

anyone.  This astonishing display of 
irresponsibility by the government 
demands serious action by both the 
current administration as well as by 
the citizens of this country.  Surely, 
the American people cannot stand 
idly by as our very own tax money 
goes straight into the hands of illicit 
organizations, thereby fueling the 
campaign of terror.

“What if we had to tell families 
[of US soldiers] … why their son 
or daughter died at the hand of an 
insurgent using a weapon purchased 
by the United States taxpayers?” 
said John Tierney, chairman of the 
House Subcommittee on National 
Security and Foreign Affairs, at a 
congressional hearing.  “But that’s 
what we risk if we have tens of 
thousands of weapons we provided 
washing around Afghanistan, off 
the books.”

Thus, the American people’s 
tax money, at this very moment, 
may be used to kill our very own 
citizens; soldiers, risking their 
lives on a daily basis only to be 
put in harm’s way by the negligent 

government they are fighting for.  
After the public has heard so much 
about how countries like Iran need 
to stop financing terrorist activity, 
the US government has ironically 
done this very same thing.  The 
news of these missing weapons, 
in addition to displaying extreme 
recklessness, comes as a great 
embarrassment to this country.  If 
the government cannot even keep 
track of its own weapons, one has 
to wonder what other major life-
threatening blunders have been 
committed without our knowledge, 
and, possibly with our tax money.

So, as a people, we need to 
stand together and urge President 
Obama and his administration to 
enact more guidelines and checks 
when it comes to US weapons.  
Rather than sit by in a display of 
powerlessness, the public must 
act, ensuring that no more of our 
tax money is thrown away only 
to be gathered up by terrorist 
organizations.

By DEENA ELGENAIDI

CNSNews.com

Although the days of 
absolutism in government are 
supposedly behind us, it seems that 
quite frequently, our public figures 
still see themselves as above the law.  
Of course, they don’t think they are 
above all laws, just the tax codes.  

In today’s government, where 
tax payers’ billions are thrown 
around to solve this, that, or the 
other crises, stories of governmental 
tax evasion continue to crop up 
on news feeds.  Whether they are 
toward a candidate up for a publicly 
elected office, or up for an appointed 
administrative position, the issue of 
paying taxes soon causes troubles in 
terms of the trust of general public.

Sarah Palin, for example, 
faced backlash during the 2008 
Presidential campaign when it was 
leaked that she had spent $17,000 
of Alaskan tax payers’ money to 
cover her living expenses while 
living within her own house as 
their Governor.  

Now, she owes back taxes 
due to the same spending, which 

is now being considered income 
for tax purposes.  Governor Palin 
now has a W-2 form headed for 
her, with the intention of requiring 
her to pay back taxes on the 
additional income.  The Governor’s 
spokesperson has commented, 
saying that all necessary taxes will 
be paid but is refusing to name the 
amount of back taxes which she 
owes.

However, even the winners 
of that race have not gotten away 
unscathed.  Many tax issues have 
surfaced during Senate hearings for 
Obama’s administrative appointees.  
The most high profile example is 
that of the appointment of Tom 
Daschle as the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services.  

Daschle was forced to 
withdraw from this position as 
news of $128,000 in unpaid taxes 
surfaced.  These taxes come from a 
private business relationship, which 
earned him about one million 
dollars in one year, as well as a car 
received from an associate and used 

for private business.  Eventually, 
Daschle looked to amend the 
returns for the years in question 
and attempted to clear his record of 
these unpaid taxes.  However, that 
was not enough to keep Daschle 
in the running for the Secretary’s 
position.  He resigned, leaving 
the Obama Administration with a 
vacancy to fill.

More recently, the Obama 
nominee for Chief Performance 
Officer also stepped down due to 
difficulties with Washington D.C.’s 
unemployment tax system.  Nancy 
Killefer was supposed to be in the 
Obama Administration’s Office of 
Budget and Management.  However, 
she was forced to rescind her 
nomination when her uncovered 
back taxes went counter to the new 
air of responsibility the Obama 
administration is looking to create.

Not all of these stories have 
such an ending.  The Obama 
Administration’s Secretary of the 
Treasury Timothy Geithner was 
battling some tax issues of his 

own during his nomination, yet, 
surprisingly, was still approved.  
The back taxes amounted to 
approximately $34,000 and were 
accrued about a decade ago due 
to what has been described as 
“carelessness.”  

In this case, his experience and 
skills were seen to be enough of an 
asset to the Administration, in the 
current economic condition, for 
them to be able to ignore his past 
transgressions.  

Although this brings to mind 
double standards and questions 
of fairness, especially in light of 
those forced to withdraw their 
nominations, only time will tell if it 
was worth overlooking his mistakes.  
We can only hope that his expertise 
is everything we hoped it would be 
and that he plays it safe with both 
his and our tax dollars.

These are only highlights of the 
stories of tax evasion and only some 
of the stories.  These stories seem to 
run contrary to what the American 
government is supposed to do but 

not exactly to what we expect it to 
do.  Other narratives involve the tax 
issues of families and associates of 
those in power.  

Suddenly, government officials 
consider themselves above the 
people whose money they are 
spending.  How can citizens trust 
government officials to spend tax 
payers’ dollars, if these officials 
aren’t even paying all of their 
taxes? 

It’s a shame that such a 
breakdown has happened in 
the Obama Administration’s 
nominating process, as well as in 
the case of Sarah Palin, but you can 
guarantee that these aren’t the first, 
the last, or the worst of the stories.

Tax Evasion in the Government
By TAYLOR SMITH
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Basketball We just came together. We didn’t change any-
thing and just went out there and defended.”“ “VERBATIM

Shane Clark holding on to the lead after Villanova 
broke a 59-all tie thanks to Dwayne Anderson’s 
3-pointer with 11 minutes left.

The Big East Conference record of the Villanova 
Womens Basketball Team. They are 17-10 overall 
and play at Georgetown Saturday afternoon.

STATS & FACTS

9-4

They Will Be Missed...But Its Not Over Yet
By JORDAN SHIPLEY

Senior Night has come and 
gone, and although thousands of 
Villanova fans honored the four 
graduating seniors and bid them 
farewell, the season is not over yet 
by any means. As is the tradition in 
Villanova basketball, another strong 
senior class has reached the final 
stretch of its season. Only after the 
final game is played in the NCAA 
tournament will the Villanova 
community truly have to say 
goodbye to these four seniors. Three 
of these four tremendous athletes 
are starters for this year’s Villanova 
squad. Thus, their departure will 
certainly be a blow to the Wildcats, a 
team who graduated no seniors last 
year. This season, as opposed to last, 
the four seniors will be replaced on 
the roster by four incoming recruits, 
who likely will not immediately be 
able to match the level of game and 
passion which Dante Cunningham, 
Dwayne Anderson, Shane Clark and 

Frank Tchuisi regularly 
bring to the court. 

All four seniors 
started the game against 
Rutgers on Senior Night 
and received standing 
ovations and sincere 
applause from their 
fans. Each player has 
contributed a lot to 
Villanova, both on and 
off the court, during their 
four years at Villanova, 
and each deserves to be 
recognized for their many 
achievements:

Dante Cunningham: 
The explosive forward 
from Silver Spring, 
Maryland, has indeed 
put together a breakout 
season. Cunningham has played 
regularly and started most of his 
time with Villanova. He stepped 

into a starting role his 
freshman year when Curtis 
Sumpter needed season-
ending surgery on his knee. 
This year, with an average of 
16.5 points, 7.1 rebounds, 
and 1.3 blocks per game, 
Cunningham has proven 
his worth as a starter on 
Jay Wright’s Wildcat 
team, often playing 30 or 
more minutes each game. 
Notable performances 
against Syracuse (35 
points) and Louisville (21 

points, 5 rebounds) illustrate that, 
win or lose; Cunningham has the 
gumption to play beyond his college 
career. As the playoffs approach, 
Nova can only hold its breath in 
anticipation of what he will go on 
to accomplish.

Dwayne Anderson: The 6’6” 
guard/forward, also from Silver 
Spring, Maryland, has come alive 
this season in a striking manner; 
along with intelligence on the court, 
he offers 7.4 points, 1.4 assists, 
and 5.7 rebounds per game for 
the Wildcats. Anderson broke out 
midway through his junior season 
after not getting much playing time 

beforehand. He brought aggressive 
defensive play as well as passion 
to the court. His intensity and 
encouragement on the court offer a 
visible boost to his teammates, often 
encouraging exceptional efforts 
from all the players around him on 
both the offensive and defensive 
ends of the court. Some of his more 
remarkable outings include Sunday’s 
game at Syracuse (22 points) and 
the victory against Providence (19 
points, 10 rebounds). 

Shane Clark : The forward 
from Philadelphia has combined 
coming off the bench with starting 
to provide an intense 
presence on the court 
for Villanova. Clark has 
struggled with injuries 
and other health issues 
the past two years, 
but seems to have 
finally reached full 
health to close out 
his senior season. 
Although Clark 
has averaged 5.1 
points, 1 assist, 
and 19.2 minutes 
per game, perhaps 
his most noticeable 
contribution has come 
by way of game-changing 
offensive rebounds, 
which garner him vast 
amounts of support from 
teammates and fans alike. 
His most impressive 

games include Nova’s first win 
against Syracuse (14 points, 10 
rebounds), their recent victory at 
Syracuse (15 points, 8 rebounds) 
and the win over Marquette (16 
points, 7 rebounds).

Frank Tchuisi: The forward from 
Douala, Cameroon, has provided a 
unique presence on this Villanova 
team. Although he averages only 
0.9 points, 0.8 rebounds, and 0.1 
assists per game (of which he has 
only played 18), Tchuisi has been 
described as a “quiet leader” on 
the team, possessing a desire to 
learn and a genuine love for the 
game itself. Often times one can see 
Tchuisi pumping up his teammates 
on the sideline and enthusiastically 
celebrating spectacular plays. With 
a personal background including 

fluency in five languages and 
a major in finance, Tchuisi 

will certainly accomplish 
great things off of 

the court after he 
graduates in May. 

As the saying 
goes, “every 

new beginning 
comes from some other 
beginning’s end.”  These 
four men, after growing 
and maturing at Villanova, 
will leave the Wildcats in 
order to change the world 
elsewhere…both on and 
off the court. 

Villanovans bid a fond farewell to four talented athletes who will be moving on after graduation

By JACK REYNOLDS

Earning the “Double Buy”

Check out this incredible rap 
about the Villanova Mens Basket-
ball Team, by Bizz aka Prince of 
New Jersey (Brandon “Bizz” Stokes, 
brother of Corey Stoke) The audio 
track can be found here online: 
http://www.imeem.com/bizzon-
line/music/4EhfSU8q/bizz_nova_

nation/

Get Pumped Up 
‘Nova Nation!!!

As the Big East Tournament approaches, speculation about seeding begins
As the dawn of the Big East 

schedule comes upon us, the 
coveted top four seeds in the Big 
East Tournament are still up for 
grabs. Although many teams were 
expected to compete for the double 
buy in the tournament, it seems that 
only six have a legitimate chance of 
cracking the top four.  As of February 
18, Connecticut, Louisville, 
Pittsburgh, and Marquette currently 

sit atop the Big East, all having only 
two losses up to this point.  Despite 
the fact that these teams are first 
in the standings, anyone of them 
could end up losing the first round 
buy with Villanova lurking two 
games back.   For Villanova to have 
a chance of successfully gaining a 
top four seed, they need to finish 
two games better than Pittsburgh 
or Marquette, or three games better 

than Connecticut 
or Louisville. 
Although this 
task seems 
daunting, it seems 
Villanova has a 
chance to catch 
either Marquette 
or Pittsburgh, 
since we hold the 
tie-breaker with 
both teams.  

T h e 
r e m a i n i n g 
four games 
on Villanova’s 

schedule are all winnable, with the 
toughest matchup coming on the 
road at Notre Dame. Realistically, 
Villanova could go three and one 
down the stretch, which could be 
good enough to propel the team 
into the top four in the Big East; 
but only if we get serious help down 
the stretch. Although the Wildcats 
knocked off the Orange at Syracuse, 
Notre Dame will be their greatest 
challenge, being that no one on the 
squad matches up well with Luke 
Harangody, who will most likely 
be the Big East player of the year. 
The star of the Fightin’ Irish has 
proven to be a matchup problem 
for almost every time in the Big 
East.  Georgetown, Providence, and 
DePaul are all games that Villanova 
should win, but every game in this 
conference is always a challenge, 
with many games often going to the 
underdog.

If Villanova can win these 
games they could lose the Notre 
Dame game and still have a chance 

of finishing in the top four.  But, 
in order to finish in the top four, 
Marquette or Pittsburgh must 
finish 1 and 3 down the stretch.   
Pittsburgh has the more favorable 
schedule of the two teams and 
likely will go either 2 and 2 or 3 

and 1 down the stretch. Therefore, 
Villanova has the best chance of 
catching Marquette in the standings.  
Marquette just won on the road at 
Georgetown, but will play Louisville 
and Pittsburg; both which are 
games that Marquette could lose. 
Their remaining home games, 
which consist of Connecticut and 
Syracuse, will both be stringent 
opponents for the struggling 
Golden Eagles. If Marquette goes 
1-3 down the stretch and Villanova 
goes 3-1, Villanova will sit in fourth 
place, enough to win the coveted 
four seed in the conference, only 
because Villanova holds the tie-
breaker over Marquette.  Most 
likely, one of these top four teams 
will win the tournament with 
being that they only will have to 
win 4 games instead of 5 to win the 
crown.  Despite need tremendous 
help, there is still a glimmer of hope 
for the cats to earn a double buy in 
the nation’s toughest conference. 

Pat Diloreto/Villanova Times Pat Diloreto/Villanova Times

photo by Patrick DiLoreto
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sports
The NFL Combine: A Look at the NFL’s Most Overrated Event

By CHRIS FUJIMOTO

Imagine yourself in your 
underwear, not hard for some of 
us. Now imagine yourself in your 
underwear in front of nearly 50 
to 100 people and imagine all of 
them checking you out…not like 
that. You’re living the life of an 
NFL prospect and those 50 to 100 
people are examining you – the 
athlete to each miniscule detail: 
height, weight, intelligence and 
athleticism. The problem with the 

NFL Combine, however, is that 
it is hugely overrated. The scouts 
at the draft focus too much on 
the numbers and not enough on 
the intangibles that matter when 
choosing players that will shape an 
NFL team for years to come. There 
have been numerous examples 
for when the Combine has made 
athletes look better than they really 
are as well as players who have 
had poor Combine workouts and 
then become great NFL players. 
Really, the only part of the combine 
with any merit is the individual 
interviews.

For those who don’t know 
what the combine is, here’s a 
small comprehensive history and 
overview. Players who have declared 
for the NFL draft are invited to 
show off their skills to the NFL 

scouts. The different drills include: 
benching 225 lbs, the 40 yard dash, 
shuttle drill, 3 cone drill, vertical 
jump, height and weight, and the 
standing long jump…because that’s 
important. The players also go 
through individual interviews with 
the media and coaches, are given 
physicals by team doctors, and take 
an IQ test known as the Wonderlic 
Test. The players also have individual 
position drills such as throwing and 

catching and blocking. 
To some players it is the 
most stressful weekend 
of their entire lives as all 
of their little deficiencies 
are prodded at and are 
examined as factors that 
could decide whether or 
not they are drafted in 
the first round with a $30 
million dollar contract 
or in the fifth round with 
a $600 thousand dollar 
contract. 

There have been 
many “workout warriors” 
that have come through 

the Combine looking great on 
paper and when working out. 
Philadelphia fans will remember 
Mike Mamula, who was drafted 
out of Boston College. He was only 
considered to be a decent draft 
prospect on film, but improved his 
draft status by running a 4.63 40 
yard dash, and benching the most 
in the entire Combine that year. 
That pushed Mamula all the way 
to the first round. His career didn’t 
really pan out with the Eagles. 
Thus, Mamula championed the 
term “workout warrior” as average 
prospects who highly improve their 
status by having a great Combine. In 
more recent history the New York 
Jets drafted Ohio State linebacker 
Vernon Gholston in 2008; not 
based on his streaky play at Ohio 
State, but on his great athleticism 

at the Combine. Gholston had only 
13 tackles last season as the sixth 
overall draft choice barely saw any 
playing time. The problem is that 
often players look good on paper 
but can’t perform when they get on 
the field. The problem is that scouts 
focus too much on what players 
weigh, how tall they are and how far 
they can jump while standing. The 
problem is that it shouldn’t matter. 
What should matter is whether or 
not they can play the game and 
whether or not they have the desire 
to compete and be the best player 
they can be.

There have, of course, been 
players who don’t do well at the 
Combine or aren’t even invited to 
it and end up performing very well 
in the NFL. Peyton Manning, one 
the greatest NFL players playing 
currently, had an awful Combine 
performance and players were 
saying that he was overrated and 
wouldn’t be drafted if it weren’t for 
his last name. We all know what 
Peyton Manning has done in his 
career. 

Devin Hester ran a 40 yard 
dash in what wouldn’t even be 
considered as a draft-worthy time 
as a cornerback, but Hester is 
now considered one of the best 
punt and kick returners in the 
game; a true game changer. Larry 
Fitzgerald, who dazzled fans and 
destroyed defenders, was only an 
average receiver based on Combine 
workouts. Scouts, however, looked 
past his average Combine workouts 
and saw a true football player, and 
the Cardinals surely drafted an 
amazing player. Some players who 
don’t necessarily perform well in 
Combines have shined. Scouts 
should look at players who have a 
love for the game and enjoy playing 
the game.

The only real parts of the 
combine that have any real use 

are the interviews and the 
Wonderlic Test. The teams 
get to know the player under 
the pads and what is going 
on in their heads while they 
are on and off the field. The 
interview can tell whether or 
not the player works well with 
others and has a true desire to 
play the game. The interview 
tells whether the players are 
playing because they love 
football, or if they are playing 
because their athleticism 
makes them good at what they 
do. Take for example Alex 
Mack from Cal, one of the top 
offensive lineman prospects in 
the 2009 NFL draft. He did a 
mock interview with a sports 
writer and in that writer’s mind 
he “passed with flying colors. You 
could tell Mack had dedication 
because he is working out with his 
college strength Coach because he 
“believes in sticking with what got 
him to this point.” He also said that 
what he loves most about football 
is “smashing the hell out of the 
noseguard on double teams in the 
running game” now that is a love for 
the game. He even went as far to say 
that he’d “rather knock a defender 
down to the ground with a pancake 
block than go out on a date with 
one of Cal’s co-eds” (I’ve been to 
Cal before, that’s a tough statement 
to make). Players like Mack are a 
refreshing breath of fresh air. Scouts 
know that there will be no problem 
drafting him because he’s a hard 
worker with dedication to the game; 
and they decided that without even 
having to make him strip down to 
his underwear.

Take for example the considered 
number one pick in this year’s draft, 
Andre Smith of Alabama. A great 
tackle, he seemed like he’d be a great 
player who could make a difference 
on any NFL team. The problems, 

however, began in Alabama’s bowl 
game. Smith was suspended for 
dealing with an agent while still a 
college athlete. Smith is always over-
weight; in the past he has ballooned 
up to 330 lbs. Smith showed up to 
the 2009 Combine and didn’t bench 
press because he said he was out of 
shape: bad choice. The next day the 
loudspeaker at the combine stated 
that Smith had left the Combine and 
they had no clue to his whereabouts: 
worse choice. Smith could have 
improved his chances by showing 
to the scouts at the Combine that 
he was in shape, a great player, and 
an athletic wunderkind. Instead 
Smith showed that he is immature, 
not dedicated, and has no desire 
to prove that he would be worth a 
high draft pick. Smith did all of this 
without running the 40, jumping 
high, or benching 225 lbs 30 times. 
Smith showed that you can tell 
whether or not a player is worth 
drafting and spending millions of 
dollars on, without going to the 
draft. Hopefully one day the NFL 
Scouts will remember that they are 
drafting football players, and those 
aren’t always found in the weight 
room.

Syracuse, continued from front
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for the entire Nova Nation to be 
excited about the basketball team. 
Villanova, ranked 12th and 14th 
in the polls prior to the victories 
against Rutgers and Syracuse, 
stands a good chance to be voted up 
in the rankings to a possible top ten 
spot. With North Carolina losing 
to Maryland, Wake Forest losing to 
Duke and Oklahoma losing to Texas, 
Villanova has a chance to move up a 
couple spots. However, since all the 
teams that have lost in the past week 
are quite comfortably positioned in 
the Top Ten, Villanova might not be 
able to crack the ten spot no matter 
how much we win. However, it is 
safe to say the following. Villanova 
will have moved up a spot or two in 
Monday’s rankings. Villanova will 
be one of the top six seeds in the Big 
East Tournament. And finally, it is 
safe to say Villanova will be dancing 

once mid-March comes around. 
Tonight, Villanova plays at 

Depaul. The Blue Demons are 0-14 
in conference play. The Wildcats 
will go on to play Georgetown at 
the Wachovia Center on Saturday 
and will play Notre Dame and 
Providence over break. At worse, 
Villanova will go 2-2 in these 
remaining games.

But hey, let’s think positive. 
Villanova could go undefeated in 
the remaining four games. This 
would mean that Villanova could 
receive a double-bye in the Big East 
Tournament if it becomes one of the 
top four Big East teams. Villanova 
should also be seeded quite high 
in the NCAA Tournament. This 
would all not be possible without 
Villanova’s seniors who are playing 
with passion and showing off 
how talented they truly are, likely 

the benefit of spending countless 
hours in the gym. Dwayne put up 
22 points to go along with Shane’s 
15 against Syracuse. The seniors 
have stepped up in a big way this 
season. They were members of a 
top team in their freshman year at 
Villanova and they once again have 
successfully and efficiently created a 
great team effort to make Villanova 
once again one of the top 15 teams 
in the country.

Perhaps this should all be put 
into perspective. Since losing to 
#1 Connecticut by only 5 points, a 
week after losing to #7 Louisville 
by only 1 point, Villanova has gone 
8-1, with the one loss being to a very 
underrated West Virginia team at 
their home court, where Villanova 
has not won since 1999. In the 8 
victories, however, Villanova has 
knocked off #4 Pitt, #11 Marquette 

and #25 Syracuse. 
Villanova fans far and wide 

should be excited for the remainder 
of the season. Nova Nation hysteria 
should sweep across campus. Let 
us not forget that the women’s 
basketball team, led by Laura Kurz, 
also is having a wonderful season, 
receiving votes to be ranked in 
the Top 25, and is in 4th place in 
the Big East Conference. On the 
men’s team, Corey Fisher, Dwayne 
Anderson, Shane Clark, Scottie 
Reynolds, Dante Cunningham 
and Corey Stokes are all incredible 
scoring options. Meanwhile, when 
a player is not scoring, they are 
still providing all the intangibles 
necessary to the team effort. The 
Villanova community must now 
rise up in force and provide all 
the support they can possibly 
give to our basketball teams. 

Villanova’s men’s basketball team 
has four talented recruits coming 
in next year; Dominic Cheek, 
Malik Wayns, Isaiah Armwood and 
Mouphtaou Yarou. But it is not that 
time yet. Villanova’s four seniors 
have their sights set on something 
special before they will be forced 
to move on. It is time to get excited 
for what success may soon result 
from Villanova’s higher, extremely 
successful level of play.



Parenthood, a question was asked 
of Mr. Obama as to what he would 
do to ensure the absolute right to 
abortion for women in the United 
States.  The questioner complained 
about the restrictions on abortion 
posed by the Supreme Court in re-
cent years, such as the ban on par-
tial-birth abortions, parental notifi-
cation laws, and so forth.  

Mr. Obama’s response was that 
the first thing he would do as Presi-
dent would be to sign the Freedom 
of Choice Act, since in his view this 
bill would be a means to overturn 
all of these restrictions.  

Of course, let’s be honest, Mr. 
Obama is a politician, and he was 
certainly pandering to his crowd 
here, as all politicians do.  It’s not 
possible to know just from this 
speech whether signing this bill is 
truly a priority or whether he was 
just telling the crowd what they 
wanted to hear, as politicians often 
do.  

But given his radical pro-abor-
tion record it is certainly believable 
that the passage of this bill is an 
accomplishment he would like to 
win by the bully pulpit that he has 
gained with his overwhelming vic-
tory and the large majority held in 
both houses of Congress.

It is important to be clear 
about the Freedom of Choice Act 
(H.R. 1964) and what it means.  The 
reality is that all we know is what it 
could mean, because the language 
is very ambiguous.  

The bill states that abortion is a 
“fundamental right” of every wom-
an in the United States and that the 
government may not interfere with 
this right or “discriminate against 
the exercise of this right in the reg-
ulation or provision of benefits, fa-
cilities, services, or information.”  

This language makes the clear 
assertion that abortion is a funda-
mental right of women, but what it 
proposes is intrinsic to that right is 
less clear.  

The fears voiced by many in the 
pro-life movement include the re-
moval of all restrictions to abortion, 
overturning of parental notification 
laws, forcing Catholic hospitals to 
perform abortions (which would 
never happen, but instead most of 
the hospitals would simply close), 
denying freedom of conscience 
objections for doctors and nurses 
who would otherwise refuse to par-
ticipate in the intentional killing of 
innocent human life (after all, most 
people enter the medical profession 
to save lives, not to end them).  

The truth is that it is not clear 
by any means that any or all of 
these things will definitely happen 
with the passage of the Freedom of 
Choice Act.  It is clear, however, that 
this bill would open the door for 
all of these and other radical mea-
sures, and this will inevitably set 
up a barrage of court challenges to 
any number of bills that this highly 
abortion-friendly Congress and 
presidency is likely to pass.

This leads us to another issue 
with Mr. Obama and his radical 
pro-abortion stance, which is the 
makeup of the judicial branch.  In 
appointing as many as three Su-
preme Court justices, Mr. Obama 
will have an even stronger signature 
on the makeup of the Court than 
did Mr. Bush.  

Perhaps even more important 
will be the many federal judges that 
will be appointed to the various ap-
pellate courts around the nation.  
All of these appointments will have 
a major impact on the interpreta-
tion of abortion laws passed, with 
or without the Freedom of Choice 
Act.

To get an understanding of 
just how radical Mr. Obama’s pro 
abortion views are we must turn to 
his time in the Illinois legislature.  
Three times during his tenure a bill 
called the Born Alive Infant Pro-
tection Act was proposed.  This act 
sought to ensure that fetuses that 
survive a failed abortion and are 
subsequently born alive must be 
given medical care and treated as 
living human beings.  

The most powerful testimony 
during the debate over the bill came 
from Jill Stanek, the nurse who 
worked at Christ Hospital in Oak 
Lawn, Illinois.  She testified that 
babies who survive a botched abor-
tion in her hospital are simply given 
“comfort care, defined as keeping 
the baby warm in a blanket until s/
he dies.”  In other words, a baby is 

born and then simply left to die.  
Mr. Obama opposed this leg-

islation, and over the years has 
provided various reasons as to 
why.   He said that he did not wish 
to “create one more burden on the 
mother,” by allowing her child to 
live.  He argued that allowing pro-
tection to this born infant would 
subsequently define the fetus as 
a human person with rights, and 
that would thus be used to outlaw 
abortions.  He argued that whether 
or not to kill babies born alive who 
survived abortions should be a 
doctor’s prerogative, and that this 
bill would take that decision out of 
their hands.  

Perhaps most telling of his 
character and his desire to pursue 
his radical pro-abortion agenda is 
the fact that in one of the responses 
given in defense of his votes on this 
act Mr. Obama out-and-out lied.  

In a 2004 debate against Alan 
Keyes, Mr. Obama argued that the 
bill that passed at the federal level 
in 2002 contained language that dif-
fered from the Illinois bill in the way 
in which it defined “born alive,” and 
that the Illinois bill was thus only a 
ploy to get around Roe v. Wade.  

This is simply false, as the lan-
guage in the Illinois bill defined 
“born alive” identically to the fed-
eral bill.  The federal bill, by the 
way, passed overwhelmingly and 
was supported by Republicans and 
Democrats alike, passing by a voice 
vote in the House and a nearly 

unanimous vote in the Senate.
For those who recognize the 

injustice of abortion and who fight 
for the protection of over one mil-
lion innocent lives killed every year 
through abortion, there is no doubt 
that these upcoming years will be 
our most difficult yet.  

This president has made it 
clear that when it comes to abor-
tion rights there will be no bipar-
tisanship, there will be no listening 
to the American people, there will 
be nothing but the plowing for-
ward with his radical pro abortion 
agenda.  

I don’t know how we will re-
spond or what we must do, but we 
must be willing to take an honest 
look at ourselves and recognize that 
this is a battle we are losing badly 
right now.  

Close to 50 million Ameri-
cans have been killed via legalized 
abortion since the notorious Roe 
v. Wade decision, and the voiceless 
innocents need our protection now 
more than ever.  

This cause is now entering the 
darkest of times, but we must con-
tinue to fight.  In one of the prayers 
of the Psalms David proclaims, 
“Great is thy mercy, O LORD; give 
me life according to thy justice” (Ps 
119:156).  Let this prayer be fulfilled 
for the unborn, that according to 
justice they may have life.

Got somthing to say about one of the articles in this issue? 
Want to write one of your own?
e-mail us at vutimes@gmail.com

Abortion in the Obama Presidency
(continued from front)

2009 Villanova Jazz Festival
Save The Dates: Wednesday March 18th - Sunday March 22nd
Highlight Evening Performance: Saturday, March 21, 7:30 PM
       Location: Connelly Center
       Including: Main Concert with a Performances by the Winning College Jazz  Ensemble and             
 Featured Guest Artist, Allen Vizzutti, a World-Renowned Trumpeter, accompanied by   
 an outstanding quartet of jazz musicians from the Philadelphia Area. 
          Tickets: $10.00 and can be purchased at the door
 
The five day long festival also features professional, collegiate and high school jazz musicians 
and ensembles performing on campus. There will be a Collegiate Combo Festival on Friday, a 
Collegiate Big Band Festival on Saturday, a High School Big Band Festival on Sunday (in St. 
Marys) and 2 Clinics/Workshops with guest artist and Allen Vizzutti.
For More Details: http://www.villanova.edu/studentlife/music/jazz.html


